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From Plate to Plough: The right agri-support

With farm prices of several commodities falling way below their minimum support prices (MSPs) in
2016-17 and 2017-18, farmers have been under increasing stress. The Centre and several state
governments are searching for ways and means to support farmers. In his recent address (Mann
ki Baat), the prime minister stated emphatically that his government will increase MSPs to cover
“all costs” of farmers plus 50 per cent. He even went on to enumerate many items of farm
expenditure. But what he recounted was basically cost A2+FL (paid out costs plus imputed value
of family labour) and not cost C2, which is comprehensive cost including imputed rental value of
owned land and imputed interest on owned capital.

The big issue, however, is not just announcing higher MSPs but how to ensure that farmers really
get it. Although the Centre regularly announces MSPs for 23 commodities (including Fair and
Remunerative Price (FRP) for sugarcane), its implementation remains a distant dream. Except
paddy, wheat and sugarcane in major procuring states, the announcement of MSPs remains
largely indicative in nature.

The Madhya Pradesh government tried to help farmers through the Bhavantar Bhugtan Yojana
(BBY), a price deficiency payment (PDP) scheme, in kharif 2017. But it gave up abruptly in the rabi
marketing season as the scheme could not cover even 25 per cent of the harvest, even though
prices of most crops were way below their MSPs. The Centre is debating whether to scale up the
PDP scheme or procure through private trade or look at direct income support (DIS) on a per
hectare basis — along the lines of schemes announced by Telengana and Karnataka — for the
coming kharif season.

We examine here the potential costs of scaling up the BBY/PDP scheme and DIS at the all-India
level. Scaling up BBY/PDP scheme requires reaching all farmers, registering their market arrivals,
and paying them the difference between the MSP and market prices. We don’t see how it can be
done at the all-India level, especially in states where there is hardly any system of registering
market arrivals in mandis (like Bihar and much of UP), and where small farmers sell at the farm
gate itself. But if it is done, and somehow a system is erected to reach all farmers, it is going to
cost between Rs 43,700 crore to Rs 87,400 crore — a conservative estimate — depending upon
whether the market prices are 10 per cent below MSPs or 20 per cent below MSPs. For many
pulses and oilseeds, market prices are currently more than 20 per cent below their respective
MSPs. In that case, the costs will be even higher.
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Farm Scientists should make Agriculture viable, profitable and sustainable: Vice President
Vice President's Secretariat

Farm Scientists should make Agriculture viable, profitable
and sustainable: Vice President

A Happy Farmers makes a Happy Country:

Staying with farmers be made mandatory of Agri-Students;

Interacts with the Agricultural Researchers

Posted On: 31 MAR 2018 3:57PM by PIB Delhi

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu called upon Farm Scientists to focus on
making agriculture viable, profitable and sustainable, besides ensuring home-grown food security
to meet the needs of a burgeoning population. He was interacting with the Agricultural
Researchers on 'Doubling Farm Income by 2022 in Andhra Pradesh and Telangana' at ICAR -
Indian Institute of Rice Research, in Hyderabad today.

The Vice President posed several questions to the scientists and elicited their responses on how
their research was translating to empower the farmers. Asking them to come out with innovative
and out-of-box solutions to meet the challenges faced by farmers, the Vice President said “A
happy farmer makes a happy country”.

“We know the problems. What are the solutions, what are the new ideas…what is the way forward
to take technology to the farmers” he asked. He pointed out that lack of quality seeds is one of the
problems faced by farmers.

Similarly, another issue that needed attention was rising input costs. Crop diversification and
promoting allied farming activities like backyard poultry were equally important to increase farmers’
income. He also wanted the scientists to make e-NAM more popular with the farming community.

Stressing the need for home-grown food security, he said both productivity and production have to
be increased as the country cannot depend on “imported food security”. He said the Krishi Vigyan
Kendras should become the hubs of activity for farmers.

Asking the scientists and researchers to spend “considerable time” with farmers to come out with
practical solutions, he suggested that staying with farmers should be made mandatory for students
pursuing agricultural courses.

Referring to agricultural credit, Shri Naidu emphasized the need for giving timely and affordable
credit to the farmers at reasonable interest.

Observing that agriculture sector needs a great deal of attention because a majority of Indians still
rely on agriculture and allied occupations in the rural areas for their livelihood, he said “We have a
situation today where despite phenomenal increase in food production, farmers are not able to get
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adequate returns from their investment. Agriculture remains an unattractive vocation to many
families. We must change this situation”. 

Asking agricultural scientists and managers come up with solutions that will impact the farmers’
lives positively and increase their incomes, the Vice-President said “We should focus on
production and productivity to have adequate home grown food security. At the same time it is not
merely increasing the production and per acre productivity alone which is important.  It is also
important for us to recognise that along with technology transfer and ‘intensification’ of agriculture,
there must be strategic ‘diversification’ and attention to the key linkages in the eco-system. The
farmers must be supported through market information, ware housing and cold storage facilities as
well as the credit, marketing and insurance facilities”.

He said the most critical need is to establish a dialogue with farmers and provide them with
knowledge and material resources to increase their incomes.

Following is the text of Vice President's address:

“I am happy to participate in today’s interaction with all of you and learn a little more about the
excellent work being done by each of your institutions. Because of a number of initiatives taken by
our scientists like you and the farming community, India’s food production has increased from a
mere 50 million tonnes in 1950 to 275 million tonnes in 2017. As you have just now mentioned,
India is the leading exporter of rice and contributes nearly 10% to our GDP. This spectacular
achievement in the agriculture sector is in a large measure due to technology led improvements in
agricultural productivity, investments in R&D and allied sectors and effective transfer of this
technology to farmers over the last 7 decades.

I thought  I should deepen my understanding and be aware of  the state of the art and the current
research being conducted by each one of you and see how the research findings are proving to be
beneficial to the farmers.

Thank you for your detailed briefing on your activities.

I have always held that agriculture sector needs a great deal of attention because a majority of
Indians still rely on agriculture and allied occupations in the rural areas for their livelihood.

We have a situation today where despite phenomenal increase in food production, farmers are not
able to get adequate returns from their investment. Agriculture remains an unattractive vocation to
many families. We must change this situation.

I am happy that each one of you is engaged in doing your best in your domain. I would urge each
of you to think further on possible solutions to these challenge and as agricultural scientists and
managers come up with solutions that will impact the farmers lives positively and increase their
incomes. 

We need to focus on increasing productivity and improve the rural, agro-based economy,
especially the incomes of farmers.

We should focus on production and productivity to have adequate home grown food security. At
the same time it is not merely increasing the production and per acre productivity alone which is
important.  It is also important for us to recognise that along with technology transfer and
‘intensification’ of agriculture, there must be strategic ‘diversification’ and attention to the key
linkages in the eco-system. The farmers must be supported through market information, ware
housing and cold storage facilities as well as the credit, marketing and insurance facilities.
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I think that the most critical need is to establish a dialogue with farmers and provide them with
knowledge and material resources to increase their incomes. I notice that you have been engaging
in this dialogue and providing the required support services as well.

There is a need for educating the farmers on various possibilities to diversify not only in terms of
alternative cropping patterns but also to give them facilities for taking up allied activities like dairy,
fisheries, poultry and other allied occupations. Awareness about various cropping patterns based
on soil profile and water availability in different agro-climatic zones is an important element in
improving agriculture productivity. 

I also feel that there is immense potential for value addition through agro based industries and
food processing industries. Encouraging farmers to venture into these new areas of agro-based
industries can be successful only if focus upon an important element. That element is effective
transfer of knowledge and technology, transferring the ‘know-how’ and the ‘do-how’ from the lab to
the land. 

We should examine as to what extent we have been successful in conveying the vast knowledge
base we have in our research institutions to the farmers. We should continue to innovate and
search for more effective ways of transferring this knowledge to the farming community. 

It would also be possibly beneficial if there is a two way dialogue between agriculture scientists
and farmers so that the researchers not only understand the farmers’ problems but also study any
innovative practices which the farmers might have already taken up. 

Of course in addition to knowledge and awareness, it is also important that timely adequate credit
is available to all the farmers. 

In addition, with the vagaries of nature impacting the agricultural sector, the farmers need to be
given adequate financial protection through crop insurance. 

I am aware that government has been taking up these issues very seriously and a number of
measures have been taken up.

I am happy that all of you are actively engaged in not only advancing the frontiers of knowledge
and have taken up very relevant research but are also taking up the challenge of communicating
your research findings to the farming community.

I wish you all the best in your endeavours.

Jai Hind!"

***
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New Farmer, Old Paradigm

Agriculture in western India is different from that in the Gangetic Plain. Wheat is much less
important than rice, bajra and jowar. Cotton is grown in Maharashtra. The farmer has been taking
on biotech seeds, moving over from the earlier desi varieties to long-staple cotton and now seeds
which give a good crop with shorter growing periods, saving on pesticides and nutrients. A larger
area is being devoted to pulses and oilseeds. Suresh Prabhu, coming from Nashik, knows all this
and also about fruits and vegetables (grapes and onions). At Buenos Aires in the WTO Ministerial
last December, he stood by the time-honoured Indian line: Agriculture and food security first. So, I
was surprised when at a Delhi brainstorming session at the end of February he said that other
issues are also of relevance.

The typical middle farmer in Western Maharashtra and Vidarbha makes his sowing decision
knowing that the price he will get will be lower than the price he sees. When I went to my co-
operative (co-op), where I originally met Minister Prabhu before he became a minister, the pulse
price was around Rs 190/kilo. The kisan knows this will go down. But by how much? It went down
to almost the MSP levels. That’s ridiculous.

The towns and traders were happy. Imports were high. Australia, Canada and East Africa, not to
mention the US, grow pulses to export to India. In fact, the Canadians cleverly claim “green box”
subsidy exemption under WTO rules for pulses on the ground that they fix nitrogen in otherwise
monoculture, wheat-growing Prairies. I have been advocating tariffs against these subsidies
largely by commodity boards abroad. Finally, the Government Of India imposed tariffs, but it came
too little and too late.

The farmer does not want the price he saw at the sowing time, but the MSP is a joke. So, they
said MSP plus 50 per cent. A nice round number. But even if this is declared, who will buy? Wheat
and rice have the Food Corporation of India (FCI). But pulses, oilseed and inferior cereals have
so-called procurement agencies, which are broke and do only ceremonial purchases. Fruits and
vegetables don’t even have those. The co-ops stick to cane and, of course, milk. Maharashtra’s
cotton experience never recovered from the monopoly purchase fiasco as compared to GUJCOT
in Gujarat where my socialist friend, the late Sanat Mehta, was more market-friendly. The tragic
response in Delhi to farmers suicides was to give loans for buying goats.

The last time I was travelling on the national highway from Nashik to Mumbai, in the fancy eateries
on the road, farmers coming in on bikes with traditional clothes and Gandhi caps would order a
bottle of red wine and cheese or chole bhaturey or Marathi chicken with that lovely kokum flavour.
You can see this on the road from Pune or Ahmednagar to Rahuri. Some may want the sparkling
wine with tandoori chicken. But not all the grapes have the wine market. Policy has to come to
grips with the new realities. If you visit a farmer, he may tell you that a new buffalo has been
purchased because the “bai” has some spare time.

But the price of milk can vary by 10 per cent in markets around the farm. The milk co-ops are not
that efficient. Some farmer-producer companies are coming up but shifting them from the
Company Affairs Department to the good old Agriculture Department will bureaucratise their
governance, given the history of the latter. An increasingly complex agriculture is crying for new
paradigms.

So, the kisan is on the road. It breaks your heart. Almost like the rebellions Spartacus led against
the Roman empire. Can we at least protect the costs of say, the top two-thirds of farmers ranked
by productivity? Will we meet their capital and land costs? Will they get help for infrastructure for
first-stage processing and transport in Census towns, which mai bap sarkar still calls villages?
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These abound in western India. When we do and have the right macro-economic and trade
policies, the kisan will get back to his land and tubewell — a deep one here. Until then, the saints
go marching in.
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Indian farmers call for free markets

At a time when some Indian business leaders have begun to make protectionist noises, it is
significant that the Kisan Coordination Committee (KCC) has released a liberal eight-point charter
of demands ahead of a meeting to be held in New Delhi this week of various members of the
World Trade Organization. The farmers have called for the liberalization of agriculture, the end of
government intervention in the farm economy, scrapping of the National Food Security Act, direct
benefit transfers to the poor, free trade in farm products and the removal of restrictions of rural
land markets. The legacy of Shetkari Sanghatana leader Sharad Joshi is still alive.

These demands deserve attention when the limitations of the recent cycle of higher procurement
prices as well as farm loan waivers are evident. Joshi often said that the internal terms of trade
discriminated against farmers, who were not allowed to export and had to operate under tight
controls in the domestic market.

The first problem is the subservience of the farmer to the licensed trader in the mandi system.
These traders collude to determine the purchasing price in a non-transparent fashion, virtually
dictating terms to the farmer. This was apparent in Madhya Pradesh recently, where the price of
commodities covered by the Bhavantar Bhugtan Yojana was depressed by the traders as the
farmers were promised compensation for the shortfall by the government. This hegemony can be
broken by allowing private mandis and delisting farm products from the Agricultural Produce
Market Committee (APMC) Act, but there has been little progress on this front. For example, while
many states have amended the APMC to delist fruits and vegetables, the rules are still to be
notified and several entry barriers remain.

The government has established e-NAM (electronic national agriculture market) to create a
national market and price discovery by trading. But the platform has not been successful as there
is limited intra-state and negligible interstate trade. Given the massive disparity between producer
and consumer prices, one would imagine that arbitrage would be highly profitable. But the slew of
permits someone in Madhya Pradesh would have to furnish in order to bring a truck of tomatoes to
Delhi would prevent any such attempt.

The second reason for the farmer’s plight is the excessive risk he has to bear in order to do
business. Government policy, through the Essential Commodities Act, restricts farmers and
traders from transporting and storing their produce, in order to prevent alleged hoarding and
profiteering in times of shortages. The stock-holding limits preclude investments in supply-chain as
the food processing and retail companies need stocks in order to shield themselves from price
shocks. Moreover, stock-holding allows a smooth supply of produce, reducing price volatility.
Unfortunately, the Narendra Modi government started its term by bringing onions and potatoes
under the Essential Commodities Act in 2014, reducing the likelihood and credibility of future
reform.

Third, given the monsoon-dependent nature of farming, farmers are at a constant risk of falling into
poverty and a number of measures can distribute this risk between peasants and traders. Futures
markets, for example, would allow traders to incorporate information about seed purchase
volumes, area under harvest, weather forecast, etc., to predict future shortages or glut and enter
into pre-purchase agreements with farmers. Low futures prices will allow farmers to foresee a glut
and shift production to substitute crops, preventing the yo-yo-ing of crop prices every alternate
year. Contract farming and land lease laws will similarly allow farmers to share the risks
associated with farming, and allow them access to cheaper credit and farm inputs.

Joshi had been demanding equal treatment for agriculture and industry since the 1980s. Yet
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today, while the industrial policy remains stable in promoting exports, farmers are not free to do
so. He supported foreign direct investment to integrate our farmers in the global supply chain and
was fanatically in favour of the latest seeds and farm technology, arguing that these would
improve productivity. In contrast to the political class, he didn’t glorify the village life, and wanted
farmers to have the freedom to exit. Alas, state land laws prevent the transfer of land to non-
farmers, prevent formal land lease arrangements and enforce land ceiling. Finally, he was an
optimist about free trade; an early advocate of WTO-led liberalization.

For decades, despite rising production, the Indian farmer has been at the mercy of government
policy, which has transformed over the years from bring directed at capital formation to providing
subsidies and transfers. Joshi spent his life fighting this subservience, demanding, “We don’t want
alms, we want the price of our sweat and toil.” Ultimately, his was a cry for their dignity. Realizing
his dream would require trusting the farmer to make his choices, but that requires institutional
changes that can allow price discovery and free avenues for trade.

Is liberalizing agriculture a solution to farmers’ distress? Tell us at views@livemint.com
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‘Move out, move up’ approach could ease India’s farm crisis: IFPRI chief Shenggen Fan

Indians must adopt policies that facilitate sections of farmers to ‘move out’ of rural areas to urban
areas and the remaining ones to ‘move up’ in the farming sector to tackle the current agrarian
crisis, the head of the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) said.

“India needs a ‘move out, move up’ approach to deal with the agriculture crisis,” Shenggen Fan,
Director General, IFPRI told The Hindu in an interview ahead of the release of the annual global
food policy report.

“It is important to address farmers’ problems. Most of the hungry people in the world are farmers.
The first response is to increase productivity and production. But there is a problem there. When
every one is producing more, the prices will go down and we have seen that in India, China and
everywhere…For India, some farmers have to move to cities and urban centres. Those who stay
behind will be able to increase the holding and move to producing high value food, that will create
new opportunities. That is the ‘move out, move up’ approach,” he said.

Mr. Fan said non-farm opportunities in rural areas must also increase if farmers have to come out
of poverty.

“We have statistics showing that the higher the non-farm income, the lower the poverty rate,” he
said, naming food processing, input supplies, trade and marketing, making construction materials
for urban centres etc. as such non-farm opportunities that are possible in rural areas, where
farmers could work part-time or seasonally.

Mr. Fan, who grew up in China said the Chinese transformation was based on this approach of
‘move out and move up’ but there is more resistance to this approach in India.

“Policy makers in India do not appreciate this much, it appears to me. They want to keep people in
rural areas. This is not fair to them as they would continue to struggle. The policies should
facilitate move out and move up,” he said. He said India has been investing in rural and urban
projects separately, but investment in the linkage between urban and rural economy is inadequate.

Talking about the future of agriculture, he said as urban people get prosperous they will demand
better, more nutritious food in the future. This would encourage agriculture that is now grain
focused, to shift to vegetables, fruits, good dairy products and meat.

“It is a great opportunity for small holders. Some agriculture entrepreneurs may come to rural
areas from cities and use GPS, drones, laser technology etc. to produce healthier food in more
efficient ways, from relatively smaller holdings,” said Mr. Fan.

Pointing out that the ownership of future agriculture technologies will have implications for the
future of farmers, Mr. Fan said India must increase its investment in research. “Indian agriculture
scientists must work hard to develop and own new technologies. The country should own them
rather than multinationals, so that your farmers will benefit. You should invest more in this
research,” he said. According to Mr. Fan, the spread of the Internet has led to a “lot of
misinformation on GMOs” in countries liked India and China, and the “governments and the
researchers have the responsibility to spread accurate information” to help farmers.

Mr. Fan said anti-globalism could be detrimental to food security and countries such as India and
China must continue to argue for “free and fair trade” and the free movement of people around the
world.
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The yield, however, has declined due to water shortage
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India needs to trust its farmers and set them free

Farmers have a bad romance with the Indian polity. On the one hand, India loves, even worships,
these farmers. On the other, Indian policymakers create the most impossible regulatory
environment for the agricultural sector, trapping farmers in a low-income, low-productivity
occupation. The latest protest in Maharashtra is just another reminder of the hardships the
average Indian farmer faces.

The basic malady is known—too many people are unproductively engaged in agriculture,
depressing agricultural incomes. The only way to solve the farmers’ problem is to make entry to
other sectors attractive by creating employment opportunities, and to make it easy to exit farming.
But the entangled myriad state-level regulation has gotten in the way.

Barriers to entry into the labour market are well known. Oppressive labour regulation creates a
large, vulnerable and informal market that is less attractive for farmers, and job creation has not
kept pace with population growth trends. The bigger problem for farmers, however, is the barriers
to exit, which has attracted little discussion in policy circles.

Typically, while trying to leave the agricultural sector, land owners may wish to sell, lease, or use
their land for non-agricultural purposes. However, Indian states have very restrictive regulation on
sale, tenancy and land use, making it quite difficult to exit agriculture.

First, it is quite difficult to sell agricultural land. Most state laws only allow Indian resident
individuals to acquire agricultural land. Not even all resident Indians are allowed to buy land, the
sale can only be made to an agriculturist. In the 1950s, policy-makers believed that non-
agriculturists would attempt to hoodwink farmers by buying their land at throwaway prices with little
intention to farm. They feared this would lead to increase in food prices and leave naïve and
illiterate farmers vulnerable. To prevent this, most states permitted only agriculturists to buy
agricultural land; the definition of an agriculturalist (often based on income from non-agricultural
sources) tends to be restrictive, though different in each state. If one does find an agriculturist
willing to buy land, this buyer is limited in the acreage that can be bought (sometimes as low as 10
acres).

This prevents entrepreneurs from investing in agriculture. And by limiting income from other
sources, it prevents entrepreneurs from diversifying their investments. The restrictions on size
prevent new entrants to large scale-farming. These state laws, intending to protect farmers, have
unintentionally made the market for agricultural land smaller, and consequently depressed land
prices.

Second, to use agricultural land for non-agricultural purposes, states require owners to obtain a
change of land use certificate—a process that involves a number of permissions. In most states,
this may take years and a hefty sum in bribes. This makes it difficult for farmers to exit agriculture
by using the land for a different purpose. In a country that is quickly urbanizing, with a large
number of potential developers trying to buy land, this is one of the worst regulations affecting
farmers. The new use allowed after acquiring the certificate increases the value of land. This has
resulted in a dual market for agricultural land (and therefore two prices)—one with the change of
land use certificate and one without. The certificate in hand can command between 10-40 times
the price of land without such a certificate. However, in most states, only the buyer can request
this certificate, leaving farmers trapped because they only get the depressed price for their land
which can only be used for agriculture purposes.

When farmers refuse to sell land at depressed prices, land acquisition laws allow the state to use



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m
crackIAS.com

eminent domain power to take property for both public and private use, for a very large number of
purposes. Farmers who refuse to sell their land to developers may often lose it to the state for
measly compensation.

Third, if a land-owning farmer wants to exit farming, it is difficult to lease out agricultural land.
Agricultural tenancy was regulated to protect the tenant. The extremely cumbersome formal
process has consequently created a high reliance on informal tenancy arrangements, which
require landlords to constantly monitor tenancy contracts, leaving tenants vulnerable to eviction.
Simplifying and making all types of tenancy/ leasing options easily enforceable would help solve
this problem. This would allow land-owning farmers to exit farming and look for other opportunities
while providing tenants stability.

With these barriers to exit it is no wonder that farmers are protesting and, in more tragic cases,
committing suicide. Imagine there is a fire and the farmers are locked inside the burning building
by a paternalistic state. This entangled mess of agricultural regulation is difficult to resolve quickly.
Regulating agricultural land falls under the State List in the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution.
So each state has its own laws relating to land usage rights and ownership. While some states are
better than others, sale, use, and tenancy are still restricted and cannot be undone swiftly across
India.

In India, we like to romanticize, worship, even deify our farmers. This emotional attachment comes
with a side of paternalism. They need our trust, not worship. We need to treat them like adults who
know their best interest, which often is to exit the agricultural sector. But the barriers to exit,
intended to protect them, are trapping them. Indian farmers are experiencing filicide, not
paternalism.

Shruti Rajagopalan is an assistant professor of economics at Purchase College, State University
of New York, and a fellow at the Classical Liberal Institute, New York University School of Law.

Comments are welcome at views@livemint.com
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Twenty per cent growth recorded in Construction of National Highways
Ministry of Road Transport & Highways

Twenty per cent growth recorded in Construction of National
Highways

Shri Nitin Gadkari announces adoption of international
system of counting of Lane Kilometres

Posted On: 03 APR 2018 4:51PM by PIB Delhi

Union Minister for Road Transport & Highways, Shipping, Water Resources, River Development
and Ganga Rejuvenation Shri Nitin Gadkari has said that over 9829 kilometres National Highways
were constructed during the year 2017-18. This represents 20 per cent growth over the last year,
when 8231 kilometres were constructed. 17055 kilometres road length was awarded in the year,
against 15948 kilometres last year. Expenditure of Rs 1,16,324 crore was incurred on construction
of National Highways during the year 2017-18.

Addressing media in New Delhi today, the Minister announced adoption of international system of
counting of Lane Kilometres from the coming Financial Year onwards. He said, the ministry has so
far been calculating construction of National Highways in linear length, which did not truly reflected
the amount of work completed.

Shri Gadkari informed that the work on construction of Eastern Peripheral Expressway is almost
completed, and will soon be opened for public. This fully access-controlled expressway has entry
and exit points through designated interchanges only. Toll will be collected only for the distance
travelled, for which, toll plazas will be equipped with electronic toll collection system. The Minister
said, this project worth Rs 4420 crore is going to be completed in a record time of about 500 days,
against the targeted 910 days. This will be the first expressway to be fully solar powered. Eight
solar power plants of four megawatt capacity have been installed on the expressway. The
expressway will reduce pollution and decongest the national capital, as non-delhi bound
commercial vehicles will not entre the city.

 The Minister also announced that the work on construction of 14-lane highway from Delhi to
Dasna, under the ambitious Delhi-Meerut Highway project, will be completed in record time of 15
months, against the targeted 30 months. A cycle track of 2.5 metres on both sides of the highway
is a unique feature. Two new 4-lane bridges on both sides of the existing major bridge on river
Yamuna will convert it to a 16-lane bridge. This is the first bridge in the country to have vertical
gardens with solar system and drip irrigation.

****

MS

(Release ID: 1527463) Visitor Counter : 432

Read this release in: Hindi , Tamil



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m
crackIAS.com

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



crackIAS.com
cr

ac
kIA

S.co
m

www.pib.nic.in 2018-04-05

56 new airports will become functional in the next few years, said Suresh Prabhu at Global
Logistics Summit
Ministry of Commerce & Industry

56 new airports will become functional in the next few years,
said Suresh Prabhu at Global Logistics Summit

Posted On: 05 APR 2018 1:23PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Minister for Commerce & Industry and Civil Aviation, Shri Suresh Prabhu, delivering the inaugural
address at the Global Logistics Summit, in New Delhi

 

Efficient logistics is critical for countries like India to harness trade and facilitate greater & faster
integration with both the domestic as well as world economy. Keeping this in mind 56 new airports
will become functional in the next few years, Union Minister for Commerce & Industry and Civil
Aviation, Shri Suresh Prabhu said at the two days Global Logistics Summit being held in New
Delhi.

The Minister further said that by bringing all the stakeholders together it will create the right
platform to improve logistics and connectivity which are vital for increasing intra-state and
international trade flows.

Indian logistics industry is estimated at around US $ 215 billion in 2019-20, growing at over 10 %
annually. In the last decade or so, significant improvements in Railways, Roads, Highways, Inland
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Waterways, Aviation, Ports and Coastal Shipping have taken place. India has improved its ranking
in the Logistics Performance Index (prepared by the World Bank) from 54 in 2014 to 35 in 2016.
To keep up with the growth in demand for logistics services, it is important to develop a consistent
approach to logistics across infrastructure, services and different modes of transportation.

To support awareness building and develop better understanding on these issues, the Department
of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce & Industry, in partnership with FICCI and the World Bank
Group, is organising this Summit on 5 & 6 April 2018.

The Summit provides an opportunity to discuss the above issues among global experts,
academics, government officials and private sector and industry representatives.

***
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Flight to safety

Sugarcane farmers in Uttar Pradesh are owed over Rs 8,300 crore for the crop they have supplied
to mills this crushing season at the state government’s “advised” price (SAP). Maharashtra’s cane
growers had similar unpaid dues of Rs 2,213 crore as on March 31, that too, against the Centre’s
lower mandated “fair and remunerative price” (FRP). Yet, cane area in Maharashtra for the coming
2018-19 season from October is nearly 19 per cent up, while there are reports of UP farmers, too,
planting more, undeterred by mounting payment arrears. One reason for this could be sugarcane’s
hardiness and ability to withstand hail, frost, fire, water, nilgai and wild boar, making it practically a
default crop in areas where there is assured irrigation. The fact that its green top leaves can meet
the fodder requirements of animals during the crushing period from October to April further adds to
the attractiveness.

But the current rush to grow sugarcane has less to do with its profitability, as much as the falling
returns, if not losses, from other crops. We are, indeed, witnessing a disturbing trend now of
farmers going back to planting not just cane, but also paddy and wheat. These are “safe” crops,
where there is reasonable guarantee of receiving minimum support price (MSP) through
government procurement. Sugarcane farmers, likewise, know that mills will eventually be forced to
pay the FRP/SAP, though the monies may come with a few months’ delay. There’s no such
certainty of return or even yields vis-à-vis other crops. Bt cotton has lost its bite, with the existing
hybrids becoming increasingly susceptible to white-fly and pink bollworm attacks. Oilseeds and
pulses have been trading below MSPs over the last 2-3 harvesting seasons. Farmers aren’t
making money even in vegetable cultivation: Tomatoes in Kolar (Karnataka), onions in Lasalgaon
(Maharashtra) and potatoes in Agra (UP) are currently selling or were just sold at Rs 6-7 per kg.

Given these realities, it is not difficult to see why farmers are seeking a flight to safety — from
chana to wheat in Madhya Pradesh, tur, soyabean and ginger to sugarcane in Marathwada, cotton
and maize to paddy in Punjab. This is more akin to distress migration rather than a response to
any profit signals. The policy prescription to address it is simple: The Centre and state
governments should desist from hiking MSPs/FRPs/SAPs of paddy, wheat and sugarcane, which
will further incentivise the cultivation of these relatively water-intensive crops. Instead, farmers
should be ensured of getting MSPs and reasonable returns at least in oilseeds, pulses, tomatoes,
onions and potatoes, whether through physical procurement or price deficiency payment transfers
directly into their bank accounts.
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Steps taken to bring Energy/Fuel Efficiency in Railways
Ministry of Railways

Steps taken to bring Energy/Fuel Efficiency in Railways

Posted On: 10 APR 2018 3:37PM by PIB Delhi

Steps taken by Railways to cut down use of diesel fuel and energy/fuel efficiency in its operation
system as under-

Minimum Inventories of all major Railway Consumer Depot (RCD)s have been reduced from
15 to 5 days.

i.

Use of B-5 blended High Speed Diesel (HSD) with 5% Biodiesel in the Diesel Locomotives
has been started.

ii.

Trip ration is being reviewed properly to tighten the slack trip rationing.iii.
The performance of loco pilots is being monitored regularly. List of bad & good runners are
being identified on the basis of fuel consumption vis-a-vis trip ration. Bad runners are being
counseled & monitored by loco inspectors. Monitoring of Loco Pilots using dynamic brakes
and performing coasting according to the topography are being done.

iv.

To avoid idle running of the Engine of  Diesel locomotive, a Joint Procedure Order (JPO) has
been jointly issued at Railway Board level with operating department and accordingly at
Zonal Railways level also for shutting down of diesel locos in case of idling of the locomotive.
Monitoring of idling of diesel locomotives has been started through Remote Monitoring and
Management of Locomotive and Trains (REMMLOT) fitted in Diesel Locomotive.

v.

Rationalization of fueling pattern has been implemented based on landed price of HSD oil.
The cheaper RCDs are fueling more to diesel locomotive to avoid fueling at costlier location
of RCDs.

vi.

All Overaged Broad Gauge Diesel Mixed Traffic Engine (WDM2) locos have been withdrawn
from mainline service.

vii.

Conversion of Driving Power Car (DPC) of DEMU trains in dual fuel (Diesel + LNG/CNG)
mode has been started to use CNG in place of HSD.

viii.

Auxiliary Power Unit has been introduced in Diesel locos for automatic shutting down of the
diesel locomotive while standing idle.

ix.

Retro-fitment of Micro-processor control system in diesel Locomotives have been executed
to achieve fuel efficiency.

x.

Common Rail electronic Direct Injection (CReDI) system has been developed and are being
fitted in Diesel Locomotive.

xi.

Miller cycle based turbochargers and Variable Turbine Geometry (VTG) Turbochargers
have been developed for ALCo locomotives to achieve fuel efficiency.

xii.

Expected positive results yielded are as under:-

4 % saving in fuel consumption has been realized at Eng Test Bed with the use of CReDI on
ALCo locomotive engine and 2.5% saving in fuel consumption on HHP locomotives.Approx.
23 nos. of  DPCs have been converted and running in duel fuel (Diesel + CNG) Mode. Diesel
displacement of upto 20% has been achieved.Reliability verification testing of Miller cycle
based turbocharger has been completed in field. Approx. 2% fuel saving and 20% reduction
in NOx is expected by use of miller cycle based turbocharger. Performance evaluation on

1.
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engine test bed is scheduled in next month.Variable Turbine Geometry (VTG) turbocharger
has been fitted on a WDG3A loco and 2.5% fuel saving (approx.) has been realized on test
bed.

Details of plan for use of solar energy are as under:-

 

 Indian railways has planned for 1000 MW of solar power plants by 2020-21 with 500 MW at
railway rooftops for non-traction use and 500 MW land based for mostly in traction use. The
solar power from land based plants shall be mostly used in train operation.

i.

 IROAF is implementing provision of Solar Panels on roof top of coaches and Brake Vans of
freight trains for taking up part hotel load (electric lighting and fans load).

ii.

 In Goods train, Solar Panels on trial basis have been fitted on the roof top of 50 Nos. Guard
Brake Vans.

iii.

 In passenger Trains Solar panels on trial basis has been fitted on the roof top of 06 Nos.
Trailer Coaches of Diesel Electric Multiple Units (DEMU).

iv.

 Indian Railways has planned for 1000 MW of solar power plants by 2020-21 with 500 MW at
railway rooftops for non-traction use and 500 MW land based for traction use. The solar
power from land based plants shall be used in train operation.

v.

 Tender for 700 Nos. more Guard Brake Vans is likely to be uploaded by March, 2018 end.vi.
 Tender case for 250 Nos. Trailer Coaches of DEMU for Flexi Solar Panels was discharged
and Re-Tender is expected to be completed by the end of March, 2018.

vii.

 The fitment of Solar Panel is also planned in 10 Exhibition Coaches of Swachhata 
Express, which is to be flagged off in April, 2018.

viii.

This information was made available in reply to a question in Rajya Sabha.

****
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Installation of Automatic Train Protection (ATP) System in Trains
Ministry of Railways

Installation of Automatic Train Protection (ATP) System in
Trains

Posted On: 10 APR 2018 3:37PM by PIB Delhi

The number of consequential train accidents have decreased during the current year i.e. from
01/04/2017 to 31/03/2018 to 73 as compared to 104 numbers during the corresponding period of
last year. 

Indian Railways have planned to provide Automatic Train Protection (ATP) conforming to ETCS
level-2 standards on the entire Indian Railway Broad Gauge (BG) network.  This will provide
technological aid to Loco Pilots for avoiding Signal Passing at Danger (SPAD) and over speeding.
Presently, following different Automatic Train Protection (ATP) Systems are existing on Indian
Railways:

 

(i)

Automatic Train Protection (ATP) System based on proven European
Train Control System (ETCS-L1) Technology has been implemented on
342 RKMs (200 RKMs Delhi-Agra Section, 117 RKMs Chennai Suburban
section and 25 RKMs of Metro Railway, Kolkata).
 

(ii)

An ATP called Auxiliary Warning System (AWS) is presently functional on
364 RKMs in the Mumbai suburban section of Central Railway (240
RKMs) and Western Railway (124 RKMs).
 

(iii)
An ATM system indigenously developed called Train Collision Avoidance
System (TCAS) is under trial on 250 RKMs of South Central Railway as a
pilot project.

 

This information was made available in reply to a question in Rajya Sabha.

****
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Initiatives by Indian Railways for Cleanliness in Trains
Ministry of Railways

Initiatives by Indian Railways for Cleanliness in Trains

Posted On: 10 APR 2018 3:36PM by PIB Delhi

Maintaining cleanliness is a continuous process and every endeavour is made to keep the
coaches including toilets in properly maintained and in clean condition.  Some of the major
initiatives taken by Indian Railways towards improvement of cleanliness in trains are as follows:

(i) Cleaning of train coaches including toilets of trains is done at both ends including mechanized
cleaning.

(ii) On Board Housekeeping Service (OBHS) has been provided in more than 980 pairs of trains
including Rajdhani, Shatabdi and other important long distance Mail/Express trains for cleaning of
coach toilets, doorways, aisles and passenger compartments during the run of the trains.

(iii) On demand ‘Clean My Coach’ service is provided in nearly 970 pairs of important
Superfast/Mail/Express long distance trains having On Board Housekeeping Service.

(iv) By expanding the scope of ‘Clean My Coach’, ‘Coach Mitra’ Service has been provided in
nearly 800 OBHS trains as a single window interface to register all coach related requirements of
passengers travelling in reserved coaches, such as cleaning, disinfection, linen, train lighting, air
conditioning and watering of coaches.

(v) Clean Train Station (CTS) scheme has also been prescribed for limited mechanized cleaning
attention to identified trains including cleaning of toilets during their scheduled stoppages enroute
at nominated stations.

 (vi) Washing of bed linen (except blanket) provided for AC passengers is done after every single
use.  Blankets were being cleaned at least once in two months.  Prescribed washing frequency of
blankets has been recently increased to minimum once in a month.  To improve the quality of
washing of bed linen, 59 mechanized laundries have been set up in the Railways.

This information was made available in reply to a question in Rajya Sabha.

****
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Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) inflow in Indian Railways
Ministry of Railways

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) inflow in Indian Railways

Posted On: 10 APR 2018 3:34PM by PIB Delhi

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) equity inflow from April, 2014 to December,2017 in Railway sector
is US$ million 389.83. The financial year-wise break up is as under :-

        

          Year                                       Amount

                                                                 (In US$ million)

(i)      2014-15                                     129.73

(ii)     2015-16                                       73.99

(iii)    2016-17                                       87.57

(iv)    2017-18                                       98.54

          (April to December)

 

            The FDI investment has been utilised for manufacturing of Rolling Stock (Coaches and
Wagons including its parts), Signalling Equipment and Locomotives (Diesel and Electric) & parts of
locomotives.

         Ministry of Railways has signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with China, France,
Spain, South Korea, Japan, United Kingdom, Russia and Germany for cooperation in the area of
High Speed Railways. A Memorandum of Cooperation has been signed with Government of Japan
for Mumbai-Ahmedabad High Speed Rail (MAHSR) project which includes transfer of technology
and Make in India.

         A large number of Foreign Governments and Railways have shown keen interest in the
station redevelopment program. These include French Railway (SNCF), Korean Railway,
Governments of Federal Republic of Germany, China and United Kingdom.        

This information was made available in reply to a question in Rajya Sabha.

****
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AIIB decides to invest $140M to improve Rural Connectivity in India;
Ministry of Finance

AIIB decides to invest $140M to improve Rural Connectivity
in India;

Project to benefit about 1.5 Million Rural residents of 5,640
Villages in Madhya Pradesh.

Posted On: 12 APR 2018 3:44PM by PIB Delhi

Approximately 1.5 Million rural residents in State of Madhya Pradesh are going to directly benefit
from improved livelihoods, education and mobility with the USD $ 140-Million loan approved by
the Board of Directors of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) in a Meeting held
recently in Beijing. The Project, co-financed with the World Bank, aims to improve the rural road
connectivity and management for residents of about 5,640 villages who use the rural roads for
daily activities.

Livelihoods of the rural population will be improved by expanding income earning opportunities
through better farm-to-market road connections. Moreover, more children are expected to enroll
in higher education programs and school attendance is expected to further improve. The road
maintenance pilot under the Project will employ more women, contributing to gender equality
and income generation.

“Promoting sustainable growth in India through investment in rural infrastructure will require
substantial financing,” said AIIB Vice President and Chief Investment Officer D.J. Pandian. “I am
glad that AIIB’s participation in this project will contribute to reducing this financing gap and
enhance overall development in the region.”

In addition to the above, the Project also aims to improve durability and accessibility, and
enhance resilience to climate change of the gravel surfaced rural road in State of Madhya
Pradesh while building the capacity of the State to manage its rural road network and road
safety.

The planned activities under the Project are:

• Upgrading the gravel surfaced roads to a sealed surface standard.

• Providing additional linkages to villages with potential for high growth.

• Enhancing institutional capacity through implementing/upgrading a rural road asset
management system and strengthening design and research and quality assurance
capacity of the implementation agency.

• Developing road safety management capacity with road accident data management
system and piloting a comprehensive road safety program.
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• Supporting design, implementation and management.

AIIB Director General of Investment Operations SupeeTeravaninthorn said that this Project will
provide sustainable and safe last-mile connectivity to small villages and improve mobility of the
rural population of Madhya Pradesh. He said that the Project will stimulate economic
development in the entire State of Madhya Pradesh and improve the livelihoods of the rural
population, especially rural women and girls. It is a typical reflection of our priorities of enhancing
economic growth and sustainability through infrastructure investment.

More details and information and the Project’s Environmental and Social Management Plan

are available at https://www.aiib.org/en/projects/approved/index.html
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NHAI signs agreement for its First International Project
Ministry of Road Transport & Highways

NHAI signs agreement for its First International Project

Posted On: 12 APR 2018 4:31PM by PIB Delhi

To provide seamless vehicular movement for enhancing trade, business, health, education and
tourism between Indian, Myanmar and Thailand, the National Highways Authority of India has
signed an agreement for upgradation of Yagyi – Kalewa section of highway (Milepost 40/0 to
Milepost 115/5) in Myanmar to two lane with earthen shoulder.  The agreement was signed
yesterday by NHAI with M/s Punj Lloyd Ltd. – Varaha Infra Ltd. (JV).  The project has been funded
by Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India and would be executed on EPC mode at a
cost of Rs.1177 crores.    

The project will have 3 new major bridges and 2 new minor bridges.  4 existing major bridges and
9 existing minor bridges will be repaired and strengthened  and  6 existing minor bridges will be
reconstructed. The stretch will have 6 truck lay byes, 20 bus bays and passenger shelters and 1
rest area. The project would be completed in three years.

****
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Indian Railways setting new Benchmarks in Environmental Management
Ministry of Railways

Indian Railways setting new Benchmarks in Environmental
Management

GreenCo rating implemented in 42 production units and
workshops of Indian Railways

Posted On: 12 APR 2018 3:54PM by PIB Delhi

Pursuing sustainable growth through preserving the environment is one of the hallmarks of Indian
Railways. To further spread its green initiatives, Indian Railways had entered into partnership with
the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) in July 2016. As part of this partnership, CII is facilitating
various railways’ production units, workshops and other units go the Green way and in the process
equipping them to green the operations and practices.

CII’s GreenCo Rating System is a first-of-its-kind rating in the world that facilitates companies in
improving their overall green performance. GreenCo focus on major environmental areas
including- energy efficiency, renewable energy, water conservation, waste management, resource
conservation, green supply chain, product stewardship and life cycle assessment.

As on date, GreenCo Rating is being implemented in 42 facilities (production units and workshops)
of Indian Railways. 26 facilities of Indian Railways have achieved rating levels ranging across
Certified, Bronze, Silver and Gold levels, while the others are in the process of implementation.
More than 400 companies across several sectors from the manufacturing and services verticals
are also in the process of this certification.

GreenCo has helped Indian Railways bring in a focused approach towards green practices by
strengthening its energy conservation initiatives, facilitating renewable energy opportunities, water
management and waste management. Indian Railways has also utilized GreenCo as an
opportunity to work with its suppliers in greening their operations. The awareness and training
imparted to employees and other relevant stakeholders is extremely impressive. Indian Railways
has not only reduced the environmental impact, but has also been realizing substantial benefits,
both tangible and intangible. The participation in GreenCo rating process has helped the Indian
railways manufacturing units and workshops in achieving approximately Rs 10 crores per year of
saving.

Two Railway stations, two Railway schools and administrative buildings of IRICEN, ICF and SCR
headquarters have also been certified green as part of this effort.

Green Rating System has been facilitating inculcating green practices in individuals, and across IR
as an organization. IR units have started excelling in areas, in addition, have also explored fields
that were not in focus earlier and have put in efforts to improve performance.

*****
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Cabinet approves agreement to formalise ISA HQ in India

The Union Cabinet on Wednesday gave its ex post facto approval to an agreement that would
formalise the headquarters of the International Solar Alliance in India (ISA). “The headquarters
agreement will institutionalise the functional arrangements between India and ISA,” the
government said in a statement. “It will help in a smooth transition of ISA as an international inter-
governmental organisation. “
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End to cattle curbs: on withdrawal of sale ban

Good sense appears to have prevailed at last. With a fresh set of draft rules to replace last year’s
poorly conceived ones, the Centre has sought to withdraw the ban on sale of cattle for
slaughter in animal markets. The draft rules are now open for comments and suggestions. When
the Union Ministry for Environment, Forests and Climate Change notified the rules under the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act on May 23, 2017, there was concern that in the name of
preventing cruelty to animals and regulating livestock markets the government was surreptitiously
throttling the cattle trade and furthering the BJP’s cow protection agenda. The rules were criticised
for restricting legitimate animal trade and interfering with dietary habits. The new draft makes a
welcome departure from the earlier rules, seeking to provide great relief to buyers of animals from
cumbersome paperwork and procedural requirements. Some distance-specific conditions to curb
inter-State and cross-border movement of animals are to be dropped, as also rules barring animal
markets within 25 km of a State border and 50 km of the international boundary. The definition of
‘animal markets’ will no more include any lairage adjoining a slaughter-house, thereby removing
curbs on the sale of animals in a resting place in the vicinity of a market. The draft retains good
provisions in the earlier notification barring cruelty in the treatment and transport of animals.

The notification had set off a storm last year, with some Chief Ministers stridently opposing it on
the ground that regulating livestock trade was essentially a State subject. Even assuming that the
Centre had jurisdiction under the law against animal cruelty to notify the rules, it was obvious that
only the States could enforce them. With the Supreme Court expanding a stay granted by the
Madras High Court into a nation-wide bar on the rules, and some States taking a clear stand that
they would not implement the regulations, the notification was a non-starter. There was further
concern whether the regulations would adversely impact poor villagers, as animal markets are
predominantly in the countryside. There was an impression that under the guise of stiff
regulations, the Centre was making it impossible for cattle, a term that covers cows, buffalo, bulls
and camels, to be slaughtered even for food, despite the PCA Act recognising explicitly that
animals can be food for humans. The meat trade, valued at thousands of crores of rupees, would
have suffered a serious setback had the rules been implemented. Any transformation from a
tendency to advance pet causes to an approach based on economic and legal considerations
would be a welcome change. Good governance is not only about regulating human and economic
activities, but also about avoiding perceptions of sectarianism.

Receive the best of The Hindu delivered to your inbox everyday!

Please enter a valid email address.

The revival of the Trans-Pacific Partnership, sans U.S., must buttress the free trade debate
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Centre targets to build 45 km of roads a day in FY19: Gadkari

Progress check:Mr. Gadkari reviewed the Statewise status of projects during a meeting.H.S.
Manjunath  

The government aims to build 45 km of roads per day in financial year 2019, an increase from the
daily average of almost 27 km achieved last year, according to Road Transport and Highways
Minister Nitin Gadkari.

The ministry has also set targets of awarding 20,000 km of National Highways and constructing a
total of 16,420 km in 2018-2019, up from last year’s awarding of 17,055 km highways and 9,829
km constructed.

“Our target is to build more than 45 km of roads per day. I won’t be surprised if we touch 50 km of
roads per day,” Mr. Gadkari told The Hindu . Earlier this month, the ministry had announced that
the government would be adopting international norms for calculating highways construction from
this fiscal, which would include measuring lane kilometres instead of linear distance. The targets
have, however, been set in the old format. The targets for the current fiscal were finalised in a
meeting chaired by Mr. Gadkari, during which he reviewed the state-wise status of projects.

Monitoring group

A monitoring group each in the NHAI and the ministry would also be set up. Earlier in the day,
during an event, Mr. Gadkari said that land acquisition for the new express highway connecting
Delhi and Mumbai would cost Rs. 70 lakh to Rs. 80 lakh per hectare, instead of Rs. 7 crore. The
government plans to build the new express highway on a new alignment at a cost of Rs. 1 lakh
crore.
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Equip farmers with knowledge, insights and products: Vice President
Vice President's Secretariat

Equip farmers with knowledge, insights and products: Vice
President

You must ‘dialogue’ with farmers, ‘discover’ new products
and practices and ‘disseminate’ new insights and knowledge
for development;

Addresses Workshop on Biodiversity and Sustainable
Agriculture for Doubling of Farmer’s Income

Posted On: 18 APR 2018 8:34PM by PIB Delhi

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu said that India must equip farmers with
knowledge, insights and products. He was addressing the Valedictory Session of the One Day
State Level Workshop on Biodiversity and Sustainable Agriculture for Doubling of Farmer’s
Income” organized by the Government of Manipur and the Central Agricultural University, in
Imphal, Manipur today. The Governor of Manipur, Dr. Najma Heptulla, the Chief Minister of
Manipur, Shri N. Biren Singh, the Minister for Agriculture & Animal Husbandry, Shri V.
Hankhanlian and others dignitaries were present on the occasion.

Vice President said that water conservation is crucial for sustainable agriculture, and said that
there is an urgent need to conserve resources. He further said that, in his view, not only should we
construct ponds for water conservation but also convert these artificial water storage structures
into active fresh water ecosystems which in turn will be biodiversity spots for the aquatic wealth of
the state, he added.

The Vice President said that global warming is real and is affecting our lives in every way. He
further said that it should be our endeavour to sustain the agricultural production by mitigating the
effects of global warming while conserving the biodiversity in ways that are sustainable. You must
‘dialogue’ with farmers, ‘discover’ new products and practices and ‘disseminate’ new insights and
knowledge for development, he added.

The Vice President said that agriculture sector needs a big boost in India and efforts are needed to
make it sustainable, economical and attractive.  We need to focus on the farmer’s incomes as well
as on the farm productivity and long term environmental sustainability, he added.

The Vice President said that best practices from the traditional farming with the latest know-how
can play vital role in improving productivity in agriculture. He further said that apart from
intensification of agriculture, we must go in for greater diversification. Farmers should be
encouraged to go in for a greater variety of alternative crops like high value fruits, vegetables and
medicinal plants, he added.

Following is the text of Vice President's address:
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"I am really happy to be with all of you today.

The state of Manipur, which is referred to as Jewel of the East by the first Prime Minister of India
Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, is true to its core a jewel. The state is in the Eastern Himalayas which is one
of the ten biodiversity hot spots of the world.  Though the state is geographically small, it has a
number of natural endowments. It is bestowed with varied geographical and climatic regions which
have helped in evolving a great array of diverse species of both flora and fauna. Even the ethnic
diversity is striking.

The people of Manipur have not only realized the importance of biodiversity but it is heartening
that they have been helping conserve this unique boon given by nature.

The unique black scented rice of Manipur or the perennial vegetables, the tree bean or the tree
tomato and many fruits which are endemic speak volumes about the diversity of the flora. Siroy lily
the state flower is unique to the State of Manipur. The aqua diversity is also unique. Pengba fish,
the most favorite fish in Manipur, is also endowed with several medicinal benefits. The floating
islands on the largest fresh water lake of North East India are also home to several unique aquatic
fauna and the forest adjoining the lake is the home of the state animal “Sangai”.

The state is also fortunate to receive very heavy rainfall throughout.

Agriculture has been and continues to be the main occupation of the majority of Manipuris. Over
millennia, the farmers have developed agricultural production systems which blended well with
nature and maintained the ecological balance.

The agricultural production is largely organic because it is based on traditional methods therefore
making it highly organic in nature. The tribes in the hilly region still follow Jhum cultivation which in
its natural way does not adversely affect the natural resources. In recent times, however, reduced
rotational periods of jhuming (Jhum cycle) is putting pressure on the natural resources.

I am told that the rotation has come down to 3 to 4 year cycle from its traditional 12 year cycle.
This has its ramifications and negative impact on the environment. The changing weather pattern
with reduced rainfall (which is almost 50% compared to 3 decades earlier) with its erratic
distribution is partly ascribed to this reduced Jhuming cycle.

It would be important to study this problem and find a practical solution to ensure sustainability of
the production systems as well as address social issues like improving the socio economic status
of the jhum farmers. Alternate economic activities should be developed so that the jhum farmers
are encouraged to lengthen the jhum cycles and ultimately bring them to the earlier length of 12
years or even more.

Sisters and Brothers,

Adoption of modern agricultural methods is still rudimentary in Manipur and there is a need for
bringing the state of the art knowledge and agricultural skills to the farmers’ doorsteps.

I am happy that Central Agricultural University and the ICAR Regional Centre at Imphal have
developed several useful farmer friendly technologies which have a great potential to boost the
agricultural production of the region while conserving the mother nature.  This knowledge must
reach all farmers. The department of agriculture therefore has a greater role in transferring this
accumulated treasure of knowledge to the farmers for adoption. In my view, the extension
activities of the department of agriculture should be geared up to step up the process of
dissemination of this accumulated knowledge.
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Sisters and Brothers,

We must blend the best practices from the traditional farming with the latest know-how. Central
Agricultural University, ICAR and IBSD have a great role to play. They should maintain the diverse
collection of rice germplasm so that they are available for the development of varieties blending
with location specific genes.The Central Agricultural University and ICAR should also develop
organic pesticides using local flora so that the pests are controlled without the use of toxic
chemicals. This will reduce the pollution of the precious soil and water bodies.

Along with sustainable agriculture, we need to focus on using our water resources also in an
optimal fashion.  Although the state is bestowed with good rainfall, there is an urgent need to
conserve these resources. In my view, not only should we construct ponds for water conservation
but also convert these artificial water storage structures into active fresh water ecosystems which
in turn will be biodiversity spots for the aquatic wealth of the state.

When we talk of biodiversity and its conservation, we should also address the global warming and
its effect on biodiversity of the region. Global warming is real and is affecting our lives in every
way. It should therefore be our endeavour to sustain the agricultural production by mitigating the
effects of global warming while conserving the biodiversity in ways that are sustainable.

Sisters and Brothers,

Agriculture sector needs a big boost today.  We should make it sustainable, economical and
attractive.  We need to focus on the farmer’s incomes as well as on the farm productivity and long
term environmental sustainability.

Enhancing productivity is important. Providing quality seeds of high yielding varities of crops to
farmers at the right time and increased farm mechanization will be helpful. The Agricultural
University can be a catalyst in this transformation.

Apart from intensification of agriculture, we must go in for greater diversification. Farmers should
be encouraged to go in for a greater variety of alternative crops like high value fruits, vegetables
and medicinal plants. 

Allied occupations like dairy and aquaculture add to the farmer’s incomes and cushion them
against the uncertainties of traditional agriculture. Infact, the entire agriculture sector must be seen
in an integrated manner. The post-harvest operations, warehousing, cold storage, marketing and
food processing, credit and insurance facilities are interlinked parts of the larger eco-system.  We
must effectively strengthen these linkages.

Efforts should also be made to conserve the endangered Manipuri cattle and pony which are
unique to this region. Also, simultaneously there has to be a constant research on improving the
breeds of dairy animals, poultry birds, fish and duck suitable for the region.

I am happy to participate in this State level Workshop that has focused on themes that are close to
my heart. 

I have always held that agriculture has been at the heart of our culture.  Most of our festivals and
folksongs have roots in the agricultural practices.

We must rejuvenate agriculture, preserve our culture, conserve nature, reform our work culture. If
we can do this we can transform our future. 
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We need to create our tomorrow through our actions today.  You have the ‘Manis’, the ‘jewels’ in
your state in the form of the vast natural and human resources.  Let us celebrate and conserve the
rich diversity nature has endowed you with and add further shine to the already splendid nature’s
treasures.

I wish you all success in your collective endeavors.

Jai Hind!"

***

AKT/BK/RK
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Shri Nitin Gadkari emphasises upon need for reduction in logistic costs to increase exports
Ministry of Road Transport & Highways

Shri Nitin Gadkari emphasises upon need for reduction in
logistic costs to increase exports

Launches study report on Insurance Requirements of the
Indian Logistics and Warehousing Industry and their
Customers

Posted On: 17 APR 2018 4:20PM by PIB Delhi

Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways, Shipping, Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation Shri Nitin Gadkari has said that reduction in
logistics cost can substantially increase the country’s exports. He said, the government
is concentrating on road improvement, reducing traffic density and introduction of
alternative sources of fuels for the transport sector. All highways with over ten thousand
PCU road density are being upgraded to four lanes, those with over twenty thousand
PCU traffic units to six lanes and those with over thirty thousand PCU to eight lanes.

Launching the joint study report on Insurance Requirements of the Indian Logistics and
Warehousing Industry and their Customers in New Delhi today, the Minister informed
that his Ministry has understood the need for bioethanol to fully cater to the gasoline
blending demands of the nation. There is a potential for  producing around 30 billion
litres of ethanol annually from surplus agro-residues in the country. He also highlighted
the importance of logistics and collection models suited for the country. 

The research study has been conducted by Transport Corporation of India and the
Insurance Institute of India. It aims at providing an academic base for the Logistics and
Warehousing Industry to educate their customers on utilising the full potential of
insurance mechanism. It is understood that the report will help the logistics industry to
protect their business interests in a better way.

To see a copy of the study report please click the link below.

****

NP/MS/MS
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India-US Strategy Energy Partnership Joint Statement
Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas

India-US Strategy Energy Partnership Joint Statement

Posted On: 17 APR 2018 3:46PM by PIB Delhi

Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas Dharmendra Pradhan and U.S. Secretary of
Energy Rick Perry co-chaired the inaugural meeting here today of the U.S.-India
Strategic Energy Partnership, which President Donald J. Trump and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had announced during their June 26, 2017 Summit in Washington, D.C.

 

The Partnership affirms the strategic importance of energy cooperation to the U.S.-
India bilateral relationship and sets the stage for deeper and more meaningful
engagements through government and industry channels. As leading global partners,
the United States and India believe that energy cooperation can serve as a centerpiece
in the bilateral relationship.

 

Through the Partnership, the United States and India collectively seek to enhance
energy security, expand energy and innovation linkages across our respective energy
sectors, bolster our strategic alignment, and facilitate increased industry and
stakeholder engagement in the energy sector.

 

Today, Secretary Perry and Minister Pradhan led a high-level discussion with senior
U.S. and Indian government officials that outlined their vision for the Strategic Energy
Partnership and key areas of engagement. Under the Partnership, the United States
and India will pursue four primary pillars of cooperation: (1) Oil and Gas; (2) Power and
Energy Efficiency; (3) Renewable Energy and Sustainable Growth; and (4) Coal. Both
parties may consider establishing additional pillars of cooperation based on mutual
agreement.

 

The Strategic Energy Partnership elevates the role of energy in advancing shared
goals, including universal energy access, strengthened energy security and increased
energy efficiency. The Partnership will create important opportunities for advancing
favorable policies and commercial investments in support of these goals, including in
natural gas markets. In keeping with the shared objectives to provide a stronger
business orientation to our energy cooperation, both sides noted with appreciation the
growing investment of Indian companies in the United States and the beginning of oil
and gas exports from the United States to India.
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Recognizing the significance of civilian nuclear energy for meeting the growing global
energy demands in a cleaner and more efficient manner, India and the United States
are engaged in the implementation of the 2008 Agreement for cooperation concerning
peaceful uses of nuclear energy, which represents an important milestone in our
strategic relationship. In this regard, the two sides reaffirm their strong commitment to
early and full implementation of our civil nuclear partnership, including the
Westinghouse civil nuclear project at Kovvada.  Cooperation in this area is being
pursued through relevant bilateral mechanisms.

 

As a first step in realizing the full potential of the Strategic Energy Partnership, the
United States and India are pleased to announce the U.S.-India Natural Gas Task
Force. The Task Force provides a team of U.S. and Indian industry experts with a
mandate to propose, develop, and convey, innovative policy recommendations to
Government of India in support of its vision for natural gas in the economy of India. The
work of the Task Force is expected to advance the strategic and economic interests of
both the United States and India.

 

Strategic Energy Partnership teams will convene soon to further develop action plans
for the respective pillars of cooperation.  The U.S. and Indian co-chairs will receive
reports from the pillar teams on a regular basis.

 

*****
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Innovative practices must come into farm sector to make it sustainable & profitable: Vice President
Vice President's Secretariat

Innovative practices must come into farm sector to make it
sustainable & profitable: Vice President

Farmers must diversify and take up allied activities like
poultry, dairy and fisheries;

Addresses Golden Jubilee Celebrations of Assam
Agricultural University

Posted On: 17 APR 2018 1:43PM by PIB Delhi

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu said that innovative practices must come into
farm sector to make it sustainable and profitable. He was addressing the inauguration of year long
Golden Jubilee Celebrations of Assam Agricultural University, in Jorhat, Assam today. The
Governor of Assam, Shri Jagadish Mukhi, the Minister for Agriculture, Assam, Shri Atul Bora and
other dignitaries were present on the occasion.

The Vice President said that achieving self sufficiency in the pulses and oilseed sector is
challenge before the country. I am sure that with the dedication demonstrated by our agriculturists
and the cutting edge research being conducted in our laboratories, we will achieve self sufficiency
even in these two crops soon, he added. 

The Vice President said that India needs to respond effectively to the changing needs of our farm
sector for a sustained food security. He further said that contemporary realities like climate
change, fatigued soil health, diminishing water resources and endangered bio-diversity are
affecting the farm sector. Farming profession is becoming increasingly uneconomical and,
therefore, unattractive, he added.

The Vice President said that fewer people than earlier are now opting for agriculture. We need
highly skilled and motivated human resources, persons who will think out of box and institutions
that will foster innovation, he added.

The Vice President called on scientists and governments to encourage farmers to diversify and
take up allied activities like poultry, dairy and fisheries adding that increase only production may
not encourage people to join farming. He further said that there a big unmet demand for dairy and
meat products in the entire north eastern region and there is a need to turn this challenge into an
opportunity. Farmers who toil on the farms should be empowered with knowledge, financial credit,
warehousing and insurance facilities and we need to re-think and revitalize agricultural education
and research, he added.

Following is the text of Vice President's address:

"It is indeed a great pleasure for me to be a part of the Golden Jubilee year celebration
programme of Assam Agricultural University. It is a joyous moment that marks fifty years of
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glorious journey of this institution.

I have been informed that this was the only agricultural university for the entire NE region till the
year 1988 when the Central Agricultural University was established. Even with that university in
place now, Assam Agricultural University still continues to welcome students not only from the
region but also from the country and overseas.

It is heartening to know that students from 7 different countries are pursuing their higher studies in
this university and that the students from this university are availing foreign fellowships enabling
them to study in 6 European universities.

I am happy to note that this university has developed as many as 113 different crop varieties, 2
animal varieties and 1 poultry breed in the last 50 years.

I am delighted at the rapid progress being made by this university making it one of the top 100
institutions of India.

What is most remarkable is the fact that the University has opened its doors to the farming
community and is working hand in hand with the farmers supporting them in their efforts to
augment productivity and profitability. I complement and congratulate each one of you for your
contribution to the growth of agriculture sector over the last five decades.

However, we in this country, have a long and arduous journey ahead to be undertaken in
collaboration with all stakeholders. There are numerous challenges we need to collectively
address in our country.  You must build on your past achievements and address these new
challenges and tap into newer opportunities. We, as a country, have come a long way from being
food deficient country six decades back to a country that has achieved substantial home grown
food security. One of our challenges now is to achieve self sufficiency in the pulses and oilseed
sector. I am sure that with the dedication demonstrated by our agriculturists and the cutting edge
research being conducted in our laboratories, we will achieve self sufficiency even in these two
crops soon. 

All of us are aware that for our sustained food security, we need to respond effectively to the
changing needs of our farm sector. These needs are emerging out of contemporary realities like
climate change, fatigued soil health, diminishing water resources and endangered bio-diversity.
Most significantly, the farming profession is becoming increasingly uneconomical and, therefore,
unattractive. Fewer people than earlier are now opting for agriculture. In order to meet these
challenges effectively, we need highly skilled and motivated human resources, persons who will
think out of box and institutions that will foster innovation. 

  Over the last decade and half, the agriculture sector in Assam is marching ahead slowly but
steadily.

Presently, I believe it is growing at around 5 percent. Rice production increased from 3.8 million
tonnes in 2001-02 to 5.2 million tonnes in 2016-17. This is still far below its potential of 12 million
tonnes. Similarly, pulses production increased from 0.85 lakh tonnes to 1.08 lakh tonnes and
Oilseed from 1.56 lakh tonnes to 2.15 lakh tonnes during the same year. While the state is self
sufficient in rice, special efforts are needed for increasing production of oilseeds and pulses. I
understand that wheat is not a popular crop with farmers of this state. The production is only 0.34
lakh tonnes though there is a demand for around 6 lakh tonnes. Apparently, a great scope exists
in the wheat sector.  The university, state government and the farmers have to work collaboratively
to realize the potential.
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Sisters and Brothers,

We need to not only increase production but also encourage farmers to diversify and take up allied
activities like poultry, dairy and fisheries.

There is apparently a big unmet demand for dairy and meat products in your State as well as the
entire north eastern region. I am told that there is about 60 percent milk deficiency, 80 percent egg
deficiency and around 70 percent meat deficiency in Assam itself. 

We need to turn this challenge into an opportunity.

I am happy that the government led by your Chief Minister, Sri Sarbananda Sonowalji, has
planned to focus on animal husbandry and revitalize it. This is, in my view, the need of the hour. 
Farmers should be encouraged to diversify and take up allied activities to cushion them against
uncertain and uneven returns from farming.

Along with supplementation of farm income, farmers should be given the encouragement and
technical know- how to grow horticultural crops like fruits, vegetables, spices and plantation crops
like areca nut, and floriculture. I recognize that some significant progress has already been made
in this direction in your State.

Your land is the ‘Sonar Assam’, the golden Assam, a land of fertile lands, adequate rainfall and
rich bio-diversity.

These rich natural resources must be used optimally and sustainably to generate wealth. 

The farmers who toil on the farms should be empowered with knowledge, financial credit,
warehousing and insurance facilities. They need to be provided the ‘know-how’ and ‘do-how’ to
improve the farm productivity. That’s what the universities are expected to provide.  We need to
ensure that they do so even more efficiently in the years to come.  We need to re-think and
revitalize agricultural education and research.

Sisters and Brothers,

Knowledge makes all the difference. The educational institutions must generate new ideas, extend
the frontiers of scientific knowledge and search for practical solutions to challenging problems.

You must equip farmers with these knowledge, insights and products. You must ‘dialogue’ with
farmers, ‘discover’ new products and practices and ‘disseminate’ new insights and knowledge. 
This process of dialoguing, discovering and disseminating is a continuous pathway to excellence
and greater professional heights.

There have been many advances in farming practices like precision farming, vertical farming,
hydroponic/ aeroponic farming and robotic farming. We must see if these innovations can be tried
out in your state and in the regional context.  We must also simultaneously examine and re-
discover promising practices that the farmers are already adopting on their farms.

Sisters and Brothers,

India has a great heritage of agricultural science and has been the originator of path breaking
discoveries over the last millennium. We have a responsibility to continue this scientific tradition.
Young agricultural scientists will have to be encouraged to research and innovate. The universities
must nurture young talent and mentor the students. Adequate opportunities for learning from the
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field and the ability to communicate research findings to the farming community must be an
integral part of the curriculum.

Our mother earth is a treasure house, a truly remarkable source of our sustenance. We must have
the knowledge and wisdom to use this treasure for our livelihood and well being.  We must protect
and preserve, rejuvenate and renew our natural resources. Agricultural universities like yours have
an important role to play in making farming attractive, innovative and sustainable.

You have been doing wonderful work in the last 50 years. I wish you many more successful years
ahead in the service of the farming community and humanity at large. 

May your efforts be crowned with greater successes as you stretch your arms towards perfection
and excellence.

 

Jai Hind!"

***

AKT/BK/RK
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Shri Nitin Gadkari announces a new highway alignment between Delhi and Mumbai
Ministry of Road Transport & Highways

Shri Nitin Gadkari announces a new highway alignment
between Delhi and Mumbai

Prime Minister to inaugurate EPE and Package –I of  Delhi-
Meerut Expressway on 29thApril

Posted On: 16 APR 2018 8:58PM by PIB Delhi

Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways, Shipping, Water Resources, River Development
and Ganga Rejuvenation Shri Nitin Gadkari has announced development of a new highway
alignment between Delhi and Mumbai. A sum of one lakh crore rupees will be spent on this
expressway. The Minister also disclosed plans for a Chambal Expressway which would be
connected to this Delhi-Mumbai Expressway, and is likely to benefit states like Madhya Pradesh
and Rajasthan, where the backward areas will also shine like Gurugram.

Addressing a media event in New Delhi today, Shri Nitin Gadkari outlined major initiatives of his
ministry for de-congestion of Delhi NCR. A total of ten projects are underway costing 35,600 crore
rupees. He said, about forty thousand commercial vehicles enter Delhi on a daily basis, which
cause increased pollution and congestion in the city state. An ambitious scheme of developing
Eastern and Western Peripheral Expressways around Delhi was taken up, and the Eastern
Peripheral Expressway will be inaugurated by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi on the 29th of
this month. Similarly, to ease traffic in East Delhi, Delhi-Meerut Expressway was envisaged, and
its Delhi-Dasna portion will also be inaugurated by PM on 29thApril by a road show.

Shri Gadkari informed that work on signal free corridor from Dhaula Kuan to Airport has been
awarded at a cost of 260 crore rupees. He said, eight-lane fully access-controlled Dwarka
Expressway is being developed in four packages. While three packages have already been
awarded, the work on the Expressway is likely to start in a month’s time. Total investment on the
project is 9500 crore rupees. Additionally, under improvement of Mahipalpur at Rangpuri, a bypass
is being envisaged to connect Dwarka/ NH8. Regarding development of major junctions on NH8 in
Gurugram like the flyover/ underpass at IFFCO Chowk, Signature Tower intersection, Rajiv Chowk
and  Hero Honda Chowk,  the Minister informed that the work, costing Rs 1000 crore, has been
substantially completed.

****
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Prosperity in the 21st century

 

A case for bringing the issue of poverty to the centre stage of public policy has recently been
made by two of India’s prominent economists. In their article, How the data sets stack up  (The
Hindu, Editorial page, April 4), C. Rangarajan and S. Mahendra Dev suggest that since the
publication of Thomas Piketty’s Capital in the Twenty-First Century global attention may have got
somewhat disproportionately focussed on the issue of inequality, crowding out attention to poverty.
They argue that poverty is an important indicator of a country’s development on its own.

This is an important intervention to have made, for we can see from the histories of different parts
of the world that the relationship between the movements in poverty and inequality is not unique.
In particular, we find from the Indian experience that there are instances in which a public policy
focussed on the reduction of inequality may not result in the elimination of poverty. Essentially,
inequality can be reduced by taxing the rich, a form of ‘levelling down’, but poverty can be
permanently eliminated only by raising the incomes of the poor, a form of ‘levelling up’.

Not only has public policy in India paid far too little attention to the latter but also some of the
measures adopted to tackle inequality may have exacerbated poverty here. The long-term
strategy should be to tackle these two jointly through the equalisation of capabilities. However, in
the short-term, public policy must address livelihood opportunities for the poor, the exact
implication of which for inequality is not always obvious. The experience of poverty for an
individual is not necessarily the same as that of inequality, and poverty reduction often requires
particular attention. The article by Professors Rangarajan and Dev serves to remind us of this. The
scale of poverty in India remains massive. The Planning Commission had estimated it at 363
million in 2011-12 (Report of the Expert Group to Review the Methodology for Measurement of
Poverty, Chair: C. Rangarajan; henceforth ‘Planning Commission, 2014’). This is larger than the
combined populations of Germany, France, the U.K., Spain and Italy, and amounted to about a
third of the population of India in that year.

To understand the drivers of poverty it is necessary to take a longer view, avoiding exclusive focus
on poverty trends after 1991 as this could lead to misleading inference. For instance, Professors
Rangarajan and Dev point to an accelerated reduction in poverty in India since 1991, and by
implication the role of the reforms in this process. The fact of an acceleration is incontestable but
the role in this development of the reforms as we understand them, as opposed to other public
policy interventions, needs clarification. To get there we need first to acknowledge that poverty
measured by the number of poor begins to decline in the 1980s itself. Official poverty estimates
exist for two time points in the 1980s, 1983 and 1987-88. Poverty declined in both these years,
1983 being the first time ever that a decline in the number of poor was registered. The rate of
decline in poverty accelerated between 1983 and 1988. But this was not to last, and the next
estimate, for the year 1993-94, actually showed a mild increase. (The foregoing analysis is based
on poverty estimates using the ‘Lakdawala Method’. The analysis that follows is based on poverty
estimates using the ‘Tendulkar method’. Data in both cases is from ‘Planning Commission, 2014’).

It is important though to see the recorded fluctuations in poverty in perspective. Poverty estimates
appear at intervals that are not always uniform, and are influenced by the prevailing prices as
consumption expenditure is adjusted for price movements. Despite this we have reason to believe
that the recorded rise in poverty in 1993-94 need not be an artefact for the estimated number of
poor rises further, though marginally, in 2004-05. It is only the estimate for 2009-10 that shows a
decline in the number of poor in India once again. This is followed by a quite spectacular decline
over the next two years. To get an idea of the magnitude of the decline, the numbers for 2004-05,
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2009-10 and 2011-12 are 407 million, 355 million and 270 million, respectively. So while it is
correct say that poverty had declined rapidly since the reforms, it actually declines only after about
one and a half decades from 1991.

Though the extent of poverty reduction over the period 2009-10 to 2011-12 is very high by
historical standards, it is not altogether implausible. When we understand this, we are also able to
see the potential of the reforms as understood for poverty reduction. The plausibility of the
recorded decline in poverty is based on the fact that it comes soon after a period when growth
itself in India was fastest ever, the five-year period from 2003-04 onwards. In three of these years
growth came close to breaching the double-digit barrier. More crucially, however, the reduction
took place when agricultural growth was at its fastest ever. Bipin Deokar and S.L. Shetty have
estimated average annual agricultural growth at 4% during 2005-06 to 2013-14 compared to 2.5%
for the decade prior to this. A 60% increase in the rate of growth of agriculture sustained for a
reasonably long stretch is likely to have impacted poverty significantly. Similarly, the 1980s, when
poverty reduction first accelerated, had also been a period of accelerated agricultural growth.

The relative roles of the reforms and agricultural growth in driving poverty-reduction after 1991 are
clear from the differential trends of rural and urban poverty. It is only after 2004-05 that we see for
the first time ever a reduction in the number of the urban poor. Till that date this figure has steadily
risen while rural poverty had resumed its downward trend after 1993-94 itself. This places the role
of the reforms in perspective. The economic reforms had mainly focussed on trade, industry and
financial sector reforms. Activity in these sectors is mostly based in urban areas. For well over a
decade after 1991 it had not succeeded in reducing the number of urban poor. It is only after the
agricultural sector began to grow faster from around the middle of the next one that the number of
urban poor begins to decline.

Two processes are likely to have been at play in this. Rural prosperity could have fuelled demand
for urban products and, following the significant decline in rural poverty, migration from the
villages, swelling the numbers of the urban poor, may have slowed. The role of agricultural growth
in reducing poverty is apparent in the fact that between 2004-05 and 2009-10 the number of rural
poor declined by 15% while the number of urban poor declined only by 5%. This points to the
possibility that economic reforms without a robust agricultural growth may not have made much of
a difference to urban poverty. The faster growth of agriculture itself came due to sector-specific
public policy that was not a subset of what has come to be understood as reforms, defined by
liberalisation of the policy regime. The relevant policies have been identified as increased public
investment, faster rate of growth of credit for private investment and the launching of the National
Horticulture Mission. Strategies for the elimination of poverty are advisedly based on the historical
record rather than the promise of “more reforms”.

Pulapre Balakrishnan is Professor, Ashoka University, Sonipat and Senior Fellow, IIM-Kozhikode
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‘Mega SEZs to spur electronics exports’

In a bid to make India an export hub for electronics, the government plans to set up at least one
SEZ or special economic zone in every State under the proposed electronic policy.

“The new policy will focus on making India an export hub,” a senior IT Ministry official said. “It has
been proposed that at least one mega SEZ be set up in each state, with emphasis on coastal
economic zones.”

‘Africa, Europe focus’

Under the new policy, which was earlier expected to be out by March 2018, the government also
plans to sign free trade agreements (FTAs) with countries, including those in Africa and Europe, to
which India can export smaller electronic products.

“We import a lot of heavy engineering products from some western and European countries. There
is a big market for smaller electronic products in these markets, which we can tap. So, we can
work out an agreement with them,” the official said.

In 2016, as part of a Make in India strategy for electronics, the government think-tank NITI Aayog
had recommended that India “forge FTAs [towards creating a] duty free market for our electronic
goods. At present, our approach with respect to FTAs is defensive because we are a much larger
importer of electronic products than an exporter. But a switch to an export-oriented strategy would
convert FTAs into an opportunity.”

Push for CEZs

It had also recommended that Costal Economic Zones (CEZs) be set up, similar to what China
has done. Pointing out that India’s numerous SEZs have not taken off in the way they did in China
due to issues such as size and location, the Aayog had said large areas near the coast can be set
aside for CEZs “in which a sound ecosystem for healthy growth of export-oriented firms is
fostered.”

India has set a target of net zero imports in electronics by 2020, in the meeting of which the new
policy will play a crucial role. The draft of the policy, expected to be out soon, will outline a
framework to make India a global leader in product verticals such as medical and automotive
electronics, besides mobile phone and consumer electronics.

Deliberations with stakeholders on the revised policy started in September, following which nine
sectoral working groups have been formed. The groups — with members from the industry and
the Ministry — have been focussed on individual products such as mobile handsets, LED
products, medical electronics, consumer electronics and automotive electronics, including electric
vehicles.
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Replanting Indian cotton

Pink bollworm infestation in Bt cotton in India has turned the spotlight on an important
question: has hybrid cotton lived up to its promise? India was a pioneer in this technology in the
1970s; today, it is the only country that exclusively grows cotton hybrids. Yet, cotton researchers
are now asking if our over-reliance on this technology is responsible for our biggest problems in Bt
cotton, such as infestation and low yield.

The world’s first commercial cotton hybrid, Hybrid-4 (H-4), was developed in 1970 by the scientist
Chandrakant T. Patel. The crop revolutionised cotton farming in India. Due to a genetic
phenomenon called heterosis, hybrids often outyield open-pollinated (OP) varieties. So, from
paltry yields of 122 kg of lint per hectare, production in India rose to 290 kg per hectare by 1992-
93. The advent of hybrids also led to a mini-employment boom in the 1980s, with some 25 million
people, mostly women, joining the labour-intensive hybrid industry.

But the high cost of hybrid seeds prevented farmers from adopting them in a big way until 2002.
This was the year when Bt cotton changed the economics of cotton production by cutting down on
the costs of pesticides for bollworms. Farmers adopted Bt cotton in great numbers, despite
Monsanto restricting it to hybrids. As a result, by 2011, over 95% of cotton in India was under
hybrids, from less than 50% before 2002. Bt cotton’s insecticidal traits helped raise Indian yields
further.

Eventually, though, productivity plateaued. As of today, India’s average yield is around 500 kg of
lint per hectare, about a fourth of Australia and Turkey which plant OP varieties. This is puzzling.
Why has India’s productivity stagnated despite an ostensibly high-yield technology?

Too many factors have contributed to this problem, some of which are uncontrollable, like climatic
conditions and the sheer area under cotton production (11 million hectares). But other factors,
such as the suitability of hybrids grown, are within India’s control and it is crucial to understand
them.

Bt cotton no marvel

A big mistake that India made was in going overboard with the number of hybrids it approved after
Bt cotton arrived. Until then, approval of new hybrids was a careful process: every time a seed
company applied to release one, the Indian Council of Agricultural Research tested its agronomic
traits in field trials for three years. This testing became less stringent after 2002, when the Genetic
Engineering Approval Committee (GEAC) took over the process of Bt hybrid approval. Concerned
that hybrid approval was taking too long and costing too much for seed companies, the GEAC
simplified it. It said that as long as the genetic event (such as Monsanto’s Bt event, Mon 531) had
been tested in field trials, the cotton hybrid containing it required testing for only about a year.

This led to a deluge of poor-quality hybrids in India, with 1,128 hybrids being approved till 2012.
Many of these inadequately tested hybrids were unsuited for the regions in which they were
approved and hurt farmers and yield. “Farmers had to go through the harrowing experience of
experimenting with new hybrids, only to burn their fingers in trying to identify the best,” says K.R.
Kranthi, who headed Central Institute for Cotton Research (CICR) in Nagpur till 2017 and is now
with the International Cotton Advisory Committee in Washington, DC.

What was the problem with an inadequately tested hybrid? Sometimes the seeds were of poor
quality, sometimes the hybrids didn’t express enough Bt toxin, and sometimes hybrids meant for
one agro-climatic zone were approved in other zones. For example, many hybrids that were meant
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for irrigated farmlands ended up in areas with no irrigation, a recipe for disaster. Hybrids are a
high-cost, high-reward technology; they need the right irrigation at the right time, as well as large
doses of fertilizers and pesticides. All this is expensive and beyond the reach of poor farmers.
Vijay Kumar, a researcher who headed CICR’s Cotton Research Station in Surat, cites the
example of Wagad tracts in Gujarat. These are barren lands where only a few Indian OP cotton
varieties can survive. “People started growing Bt hybrids there,” he laments. “It pulled down
yields.”

Indian hybrids had another downside. Many were designed to be tall and bushy, unlike OP
varieties which are short and straight. This meant that hybrids could not be planted in large
densities — one of the contributors of high yields in Australia and Brazil. Low densities led to
farmers prolonging the cotton-growing season to increase output, which in turn triggered pink
bollworm attacks.

Apart from being bushy, some of these hybrids also had a low harvest index, meaning that the
mass of their seeds and lint was low compared to the mass of the rest of the crop, like shoots and
leaves. This meant that fertilizers pumped into these hybrids were diverted to leaves rather than
lint. This pulled down yield even in irrigated regions like Punjab. Further, Punjab suffered repeated
whitefly infestations, which Bt cotton doesn’t protect against. Tackling this needed well-timed
insecticide sprays, which farmers did not always do.

Some cotton researchers believe that it is time to ditch hybrids and return to OP varieties, at least
in rain-fed regions. Varieties are compact and can be selected for resistance against pests like
whiteflies. When planted at high densities, they can rival hybrid yields, Mr. Kranthi and Mr. Kumar
say.

What route India takes towards varieties depends on the patent issues surrounding Bt cotton. The
Delhi High Court ruled this month that the patent on Bollgard-2, Monsanto’s second generation Bt
cotton, was unenforceable. This means that India has the option to use Bollgard-2, which confers
resistance against pests like the American bollworm, in OP varieties. This was impossible until
now, given Monsanto’s licensing agreement with seed companies. However, Monsanto may
appeal the decision in the Supreme Court.

Another, more radical, option is for India to skip Bt technologies altogether in OP varieties. Some
researchers argue that Bt cotton is unnecessary, at least in some parts of the country. It was the
cultivation of long-duration cotton that triggered both the pink and American bollworm infestations
in these regions, creating the need for Bt cotton, they say. In a 2015 study, Andrew Paul Gutierrez,
who studies pest control at the University of California, Berkeley, modelled data from
Maharashtra’s Yavatmal district to show that pink-bollworm infestations began with the advent of
irrigated, long-duration cotton. Mr. Gutierrez argued that if rain-fed farmers can control pink-
bollworm with short-season cultivation alone, the comparative benefits of Bt cotton wouldn’t
outweigh its high costs.

priyanka.pulla@thehindu.co.in
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With limited resources and time, it is crucial for States to assess which skills policies will make the
biggest impact
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From Plate to Plough: Freeing the farm

From driverless cars to smart speakers, ieDecode demystifies new technology

The Agriculture Minister, Radha Mohan Singh, recently tweeted about the government’s resolve to
increase the value of the country’s agricultural exports to $100 billion by 2022-23. The Dalwai
Committee Report on doubling farmers’ incomes also talked of a similar target. It said, “the aim
should be to raise agricultural exports by a minimum of three times by 2022-23, to reach the target
of $100 billion”. Interestingly, the draft Agricultural Export Policy, that has been put in the public
domain by the Minister of Commerce, has a much more modest target — $60 billion by 2022-23.

When two Union ministries talk of vastly different goals for agri-exports, one wonders which
ministry should one believe. One also wonders which ministry is actually responsible for attaining
the concerned target. The different targets also reflect a disconnect within the government and
show inter-ministerial coordination in poor light. In any case, it is worth noting that when the UPA
held office, India’s agri-exports grew five times: From $8.7 billion in 2004-05 to $42.6 billion by
2013-14. This was an unprecedented achievement in independent India’s history. Not only this,
India’s net agri-export surplus (exports minus imports) increased from $3.7 billion in 2004-05 to
about $27 billion in 2013-14; that was a more than a seven-fold increase. However, in 2014-16,
India’s agri-exports fell to $32 billion. They rose marginally to $33 billion in 2016-17 (see graph).
The net trade surplus fell to $9.5 billion in 2015-16 and further to $7.8 billion in 2016-17. The April-
February data for 2017-18 shows agri-exports at $34 billion; this is likely to go up to about $38
billion once we have figures for the entire financial year.

Thus, the real challenge for the Narendra Modi government is to first engineer recovery of agri-
trade to the 2013-14 levels. Besides, the target of $60 billion by 2022-23 is less than a 50 per cent
increase over a nine-year period — from 2013-14 to 2022-23. The target of $100 billion is surely
bolder.

In a global economy that is highly price- and quality-sensitive, what should be the strategy to
double or triple Indian agri-exports by 2022-23? The draft Agri-Exports Policy rightly identifies two
steps: Identify commodities in which India holds a global comparative advantage and develop
clusters in states to create value chains for these commodities. Research conducted at ICRIER
can be of help if the government decides to take the first step enunciated in the draft policy.
Eleven commodities — marine products, rice, meat, spices, cotton, fresh fruits and vegetables,
sugar, coffee, groundnut, oilmeals and cashews — comprised more than 80 per cent of the
country’s agri-export basket in 2016-17. Our study of 10 years’ data pertaining to 70 per cent of
India’s agricultural output (20 commodities), shows that most crops were globally price-competitive
in most years. However, since 2013-14, many of these commodities lost out on competitiveness,
due to a fall in global prices. But it is not just price competitiveness that restricts our exports; the
biggest hurdle comes from uncertain domestic marketing and trade policies. The inherent
“consumer bias” in these policies makes the trading environment unstable and unpredictable. Any
rise in domestic prices almost immediately leads to the imposition of market restrictions. Exports
are restricted through the use of minimum export prices and bans while the Essential Commodities
Act is used to regulate private participation. This harms India’s image of a reliable supplier of agri-
products and ensures that the country does not get the best price for its exports. This consumer
bias in policy must be redressed and a balance should be struck between meeting the needs of
food-insecure consumers and income-insecure farmers.
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India Exploring Signing of MoU with South Korea for Road Information System
Ministry of Road Transport & Highways

India Exploring Signing of MoU with South Korea for Road
Information System

Shri Gadkari Inaugurates the 29th National Road Safety
Week

Posted On: 23 APR 2018 2:13PM by PIB Delhi

Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways, Shipping, Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation Shri Nitin Gadkari has said that India is exploring an
agreement with South Korea for introduction of Highways Information System in the
country. This would be developed on lines of the system run by the Express Highways
Information Corporation of South Korea, with integrated monitoring of a highway at a
centralized control room.

Inaugurating the 29th National Road Safety Week in New Delhi’s Vigyan Bhavan today, the
Minister spelt out the ministry’s priorities in ensuring safety of road users in the country. He
informed that he has fixed a target of bringing down the number of road fatalities to half
from the around 1.5 lakh accidental deaths reported when he took over. Shri Gadkari said,
though progress has been achieved in this respect, he is still not satisfied and aspires to
keep working in this direction.

The Ministry organizes the Road Safety Week every year to create awareness among
general public and improve upon the safety of road users. This year, Road Safety Week is
being organized from 23rd to 29th of April and the focus is on schools and commercial
drivers. Addressing the participants Shri Gadkari requested that every student be made a
road safety ambassador for his family and for the society. Various activities have been
organized for school / college students, drivers and all road users.

The Minister gave away awards to fifteen school children who won the national level essay
competition on road safety. The top three winners were given cash prizes of Rs 15,000, Rs
10,000 and Rs 5,000 and a certificate each. Shri Gadkari also administered the road safety
pledge to all those present on the occasion.

Outlining the initiatives and steps taken to improve vehicle safety and overall road safety,
the Minister said his ministry has adopted the 4E principles of Education, Enforcement,
Engineering and Emergency care to address the problem of road safety. For ensuring
vehicular safety, the standards of buses have been upgraded, air bags and speed alert
device have been made mandatory for all cars, and every two-wheeler will have ABS to
avoid skidding. He said, the Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 2017, passed by Lok Sabha
is waiting to be cleared by Rajya Sabha. This bill comprehensively promotes safety on the
road. It would also promote the development of an efficient, seamless and integrated multi-
mode public transport system.

The Ministry of Road Transport & Highways has launched a scheme for setting up of
Driving Training Centre to provide quality training to commercial vehicle drivers, improve
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road and environment safety and strengthen overall mobility on roads. 789 road accident
black spots have been identified on NHs of which 139 black spots are rectified, work on 233
black spots are awarded and in progress. Ministry had issued guidelines for taking up of
Road Safety Audits on National Highways either as part of all new projects. Detailed Road
Safety Audits in a length of 610 km have been sanctioned on National Highways in last two
years. Installation of crash barriers at accident prone locations on National Highways in
Hilly Terrain has been sanctioned in a length of 183 Km at a cost of Rs 108.25 crore.

Shri Gadkari also released a paper on road safety by Indian Road Safety Campaign. IRSC
is a youth led national mission promoting road safety, led by students and alumni of IIT
Delhi. It is currently working on creating awareness on road safety, developing
technologies, simplifying laws and improving the post-accident emergency care system.
IRSC organizes an annual road safety championship called as the Safer India Challenge in
collaboration with the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways and various state polices
involving the youth to come up with innovations in this area. The Safer India Challenge’18
was launched on the occasion. In addition to this the Minister also released a short story
collection on road safety theme entitled “Have a safe journey”
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Power to consumer

From driverless cars to smart speakers, ieDecode demystifies new technology

Fifteen years after the Electricity Act, 2003 laid down that consumers be compensated for power
cuts, Delhi has become the first Indian city to frame rules that give effect to the stipulation. On
April 19, Lt Governor Anil Baijal approved Delhi government’s policy that requires discoms to pay
Rs 50 if an outage lasts for more than two hours. The service providers will have to pay Rs 100 for
each hour following the first two hours of the blackout. The policy also aims to “enable consumers
to complain with the Delhi Electricity Regulatory Commission (DERC) in case they are not paid the
due commission by the discoms”. The amount of compensation in such cases will be Rs 5,000 or
five times the compensation payable, whichever is higher. Effective implementation of this policy
will ensure much-needed accountability of the discoms to the consumer. For that to happen,
however, the regulator will not only need to do some homework but it will also require real-time
data on electricity supply.

For starters, the DERC will have to elucidate what exactly is an “unscheduled” power cut.
Blackouts are usually the fall-out of high power demand, defects in plant infrastructure, human
error, or grid interruptions due to short circuit. The regulator will have to clarify which of these
enjoin the service provider to pay compensation. Vagaries of nature, heavy rainfall for example,
are among the usual causes of power disruptions. In such cases, the regulator will have to
adjudicate if the service provider was prompt in responding to the breakdown. Last year, for
instance, the Maharashtra Electricity Regulatory Authority rejected the compensation claims of two
Pune housing societies on the grounds that heavy rainfall in the first week of June had caused a
transformer failure leading to more than two-day long outages in parts of the city. That case was
decided on a post-facto reading of electricity supply data. In most parts of the world where
discoms are supposed to compensate customers for power breakdowns, regulators have real-time
data on electricity supply. In India, they are, by and large, dependent on the service provider — an
interested party.

Nevertheless, there is much in the Delhi scheme that carries forward the Electricity Act’s
consumer-friendly spirit. It puts the onus on the discoms to identify affected consumers in case a
power breakdown affects more than 50 people in an area. But Delhi’s electricity supply is serviced
by the private sector. The real test will lie in extending the scheme to states with acute power
crises — UP, Bihar, parts of Andhra Pradesh — where the mandate of electricity supply is with
state-run utilities.
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Government of India and World Bank Signs Agreement to Improve Rural Road Network in Madhya
Pradesh
Ministry of Finance

Government of India and World Bank Signs Agreement to
Improve Rural Road Network in Madhya Pradesh

Posted On: 24 APR 2018 3:32PM by PIB Delhi

The Government of India, the Government of Madhya Pradesh and the World Bank today signed
a $210 million loan agreement for the Madhya Pradesh Rural Connectivity Project. The Project is
expected to improve the durability, resilience and safety of the gravel surfaced rural roads and
enhance the capacity of the state to manage its rural roads network. 

The Project will cover 10,510 km stretch of rural roads in Madhya Pradesh that fall under the Chief
Minister’s Gram Sadak Yojana (CMGSY) program. Of this 10,000 km will be upgraded from
existing gravel to bituminous surface roads, while 510 km of new roads will be built to the same
bituminous surface standard. 

"Government of India is making all efforts to ensure that communities in the most remote areas
across the country are connected through a road network. All weather road connectivity is crucial
for economic growth, especially in the rural areas,” said Shri Sameer Kumar Khare, Joint
Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance. “The Madhya Pradesh roads
project will enhance rural road connectivity in the state which will open up opportunities for
economic development and access to social services for beneficiary communities in the state and
help in reducing poverty.” 

The agreement for the Project was signed by Shri  Sameer Kumar Khare, Joint Secretary,
Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance, on behalf of the Government of India;
Shri Pankaj Jhawar, Chief General Manager, Madhya Pradesh Rural Road Development Authority
on behalf of the Government of Madhya Pradesh; and Mr Hisham Abdo, Acting Country Director,
World Bank India, on behalf of the World Bank. 

“This project will leverage resources to support innovations in road construction, improve road
safety, and reduce carbon footprint in the transport sector by mainstreaming climate resilient
technology in road design and construction,” said Mr  Hisham Abdo, Acting Country Director,
World Bank India. Gravel surfaced roads are more prone to washouts than paved roads during
flood seasons. This project will undertake resilience measures such as surface sealing of roads,
embankment pitching, and balancing culverts to prevent damages caused by extreme flood
events. 

The transport sector is one of the most significant emitters of greenhouse gases. Alternate sealing
options for road construction like polymer modified asphalt, asphalt blended with plastic waste,
and multiple surface treatment to be piloted on approximately 20 percent of the length will not only
be more cost-effective but will also reduce the carbon footprint of the transport sector. 

This project, on a pilot basis, will engage women self-help groups (SHG) in the post construction
maintenance activity. This will involve routine maintenance of off-carriage way parts of the road,
while the main carriageway maintenance will remain part of the original contractor’s contract. The
SHG members will be trained through the project, and their work will be directly supervised and



crackIAS.com

crackIAS.com

managed by the Madhya Pradesh Rural Road Development Authority (MPRRDA) field offices. In
fact, a direct maintenance contract will be executed between the SHG group and MPRRDA for 3-5
years. 

Recognizing that road safety is a critical issue, the project will strengthen road safety management
systems with the objective of reducing fatalities and serious injuries from road accidents. 

The project will focus on improving road accident data collection and analysis at central and state
levels through implementation of the Road Accident Database Management System (RADMS);
strengthen road safety capacity at the central level; and focus on training. 

The state will pilot a comprehensive Road Safety Program (PCRSP) in districts with most fatal and
serious injuries recorded in the recent past. It plans to undertake a bottom-up approach by
engaging and empowering local communities to develop customized solutions to improve road
safety. 

“The Project will benefit the rural people residing in very small villages in Madhya Pradesh. The
construction of sealed roads under the project will help reduce transport costs, improve road
safety and minimize post-harvest losses for farmers by ensuring transport services in all seasons.
The project will also help in reducing pollution and increase access to jobs, markets, schools and
health facility for the rural population thus reducing the migration towards urban areas. It will
implement a range of contracting and institutional reform measures and update standards and
specifications, with a particular emphasis on road safety,” said Shri Pankaj Jhawar, Chief General
Manager (MPRCP), Madhya Pradesh Rural Road Development Authority. 
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Cabinet approves restructured National Bamboo Mission
Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA)

Cabinet approves restructured National Bamboo Mission

Posted On: 25 APR 2018 1:07PM by PIB Delhi

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi today has approvedCentrally Sponsored Scheme of National Bamboo
Mission (NBM) under National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA) during
remaining period of Fourteenth Finance Commission (2018-19 & 2019-20).  The
Mission would ensure holistic development of the bamboo sector by addressing
complete value chain and establishing effective linkage of producers (farmers) with
industry.

 

CCEA has also approved Empowerment of Executive Committee for formulation of
guidelines of the NBM and to make the changes therein, including cost norms for
various interventions from time-to-time as per the felt needs and specific
recommendations of States, with the approval of Union Minister for Agriculture &
Farmers Welfare.

 

Expenditure:

An outlay of Rs.1290 crore (with Rs. 950 crore as Central share) is provisioned for
implementation of the Mission during the remaining period of 14th Finance Commission
(2018-19 and 2019-20).

 

Beneficiaries:

The scheme will benefit directly and indirectly the farmers as well as local artisans and
associated personnels engaged in bamboo sector including associated industries.
Since it is proposed to bring about one lakh ha area under plantation, it is expected that
about one lakh farmers would be directly benefitted  in terms of plantation.

 

States/ districts covered:

The Mission will focus on development of bamboo in limited States where it has social,
commercial and economical advantage, particularly in the North Eastern region and
States including Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Karnataka,
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Uttarakhand, Bihar, Jharkhand, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu and
Kerala.

The Mission is expected to establish about 4000 treatment/ product development units
and bring more than 100000 ha area under plantation.

 

Impact:

Bamboo plantation will contribute to optimizing farm productivity and income thereby
enhancing livelihood opportunities of small & marginal farmers including landless and
women as well as provide quality material to industry. Thus, the Mission will not only
serve as a potential instrument for enhancing income of farmers but also contributing
towards climate resilience and environmental benefits. The Mission will also help in
creating employment generation directly or indirectly in both skilled and unskilled
segments.

 

Details:

 

          The restructured NBM strives to -

(i)      To increase the area under bamboo plantation in non forest Government
and private lands to supplement farm income and contribute towards resilience
to climate change.

(ii)    To improve post-harvest management through establishment of innovative
primary processing units, treatment and seasoning plants, primary treatment and
seasoning plants, preservation technologies and market infrastructure.

(iii)   To promote product development at micro, small and medium levels and
feed bigger industry.

(iv)   To rejuvenate the under developed bamboo industry in India.

(v)    To promote skill development, capacity building, awareness generation for
development of bamboo sector.

 

Implementation strategy and targets:

The following steps would be adopted for the development of bamboo sector:

I.     The Mission will focus on development of bamboo in limited States where it
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has social, commercial and economical advantage with focus on genetically
superior planting material of bamboo species of commercial and industrial
demand.

II.     Adoption of end to end solution in bamboo sector i.e. complete value chain
approach starting from bamboo growers to consumers would be emphasized.

III.    Mission has been developed as a platform for integration of Ministries/
Departments/Agencies with implementation responsibilities given based on their
mandate.

IV.   Capacity building of the officials, field functionaries, entrepreneurs and
farmers through skill development and trainings will be emphasised.

V.   Focus will be given on Research & Development (R&D) to increase the
production and productivity of bamboo.

 

Background:

National Bamboo Mission (NBM) started as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme in 2006-
07, was mainly emphasizing on propagation and cultivation of bamboo, with limited
efforts on processing, product development and value addition. There, was weak
linkage between the producers (farmers) and the industry. The restructured proposal
gives simultaneous emphasis to propagation of quality plantations of bamboo, product
development and value addition including primary processing and treatment; micro,
small & medium enterprises as well as high value products; markets and skill
development, thus addressing the complete value chain for growth of the bamboo
sector.

 

Details and progress of scheme if already running:

National Bamboo Mission (NBM) was initially started as a Centrally Sponsored
Scheme in 2006-07 and was subsumed under Mission for Integrated Development of
Horticulture (MIDH) during 2014-15 and continued till 2015-16. Funds were released
thereafter only for maintenance of bamboo plantations raised earlier under NBM, and
no new work or annual action plan was initiated. Since 2006-07, an area of 3.62 lakh
ha covered under bamboo plantations and 39 bamboo wholesale markets, 40 bamboo
bazaars and 29 retail outlets were set up.
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Railways emerges as the Preferred Carrier of Automobile in the Country
Ministry of Railways

Railways emerges as the Preferred Carrier of Automobile in
the Country

During 2017-18, the loading from automobiles traffic has
increased by 16% and earning from automobile traffic has
increased by 18% as compared to 2016-17

Indian Railways is working closely with automobile industry
to develop policies which are mutually beneficial

Posted On: 27 APR 2018 3:25PM by PIB Delhi

Indian Railways has emerged as the most preferred mode of transportation given the low cost of
transportation, faster service, reliability and safety offered by railway system. Needless to mention
that railways are the green mode of transportation. In 2017-18, around 29 million vehicles were
produced in country registering a growth of 14.78 percent over the same period last year. Given
the current low car penetration, rising prosperity and the increasing affordability of private vehicles,
the automobile industry is poised to grow even faster in India.  These vehicles need to be
transported to the far flung areas of the country. Indian Railways in recent time have undertaken a
number of initiatives to capture automobile traffic.

Member Traffic, Shri Mohd Jamhsed stated that “Year 2017-18 has witnessed a paradigm shift in
the marketing efforts of Indian Railways to attract automobile traffic and enhance our freight
basket.  Specially in the later half of 2017-18, under the guidance of Minister of Railways, Shri
Piyush Goyal, we decided to liberalise Automobile Freight Train Operator (AFTO) policy to
encourage more private investment in special wagons, procurement of our own BCACBM (high-
capacity railway wagons) and NMG wagons. In April, 2018, we have taken two game changing
decisions to allow handling of automobile from all container terminals and to allow loading
automobile and auto spares in privately owned wagons in different directions for optimal utilisation
of stock”.

Indian Railways is working closely with automobile industry to develop policies which are mutually
beneficial to industry as well as Railways.  The following noteworthy steps have been taken in
2017-18 to attract automobile traffic by Indian Railways:

Meeting has been conducted with all stake holders in automobile business including
Society for Indian Automobiles Manufactures (SIAM), M/s Maruti Suzuki, M/s Hyundai
Motors, M/s Tata Motors and automotive logistics providers on 28.09.2017 in Rail
Bhawan.

●

In view of the issues raised by the stakeholders the AFTO policy has been liberalized
viz. registration fees for the AFTO scheme has been reduced from Rs. 5 crore to Rs. 3
crore; and condition of minimum procurement of 3 rakes under the scheme has been
relaxed to one rake. The revision was issued on 13.10.2017.

●
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So far 28 routes have been notified for operation of BCACBM rakes.●

Now, Auto Hubs are already functional at Walajabad (Southern Railway) and
Farukhnagar (Northern Railway). Works are underway for up-gradation of facilities at
these auto hubs. Further General Manager’s of all Zonal Railways have been asked to
identify terminals to be developed as Rail Auto Hubs.

●

Conversion of 17 additional NMG rakes has been approved out of which 4 rakes have
already been inducted.

●

10 BCACBM rakes have been included in Railway's RSP for 2018-19.●

The agreement for licensing of commercial plots at Detroj of Ahmedabad division duly
agreed by M/s Maruti Suzuki India Ltd finalized and loading started in March 2018. 

●

The positive results of these initiatives are visible in the enhancement of automobile loading in
2017-18. During 2017-18, the loading from automobiles traffic has increased by 16% and earning
from automobile traffic has increased by 18% as compared to 2016-17.

In April, 2018 Indian Railways has liberalised AFTO Policy. Earlier, the transportation of
automobile and auto spare by AFTOs was permitted only in one direction. With the coming up of
auto-hubs across the country, this restriction has now been lifted. AFTOs will be able to utilize
their rakes for loading in different directions and will be able to optimize the utilization of their
rakes.

The loading of automobile loading was permitted only from auto hubs, Private Freight Terminals’
(PFT) and Railway good sheds with automobile handling facility.  This condition has severely
restricted automobile loading on account of limited availability and capacity of such terminals. It
has been decided that the automobile loading/unloading shall be permitted from all Inland
Container Depots (ICDs), Container terminals managed by Container Train Operators. This shall
result in availability of additional 86 locations in addition to the earlier auto hubs, PFTs and
Railway good shed with automobile handling facility.

Automobile Industry is quite ecstatic with these reforms and committed to increase market share
of Indian Railways in automobile transportation. Railways would certainly emerge as most
preferred carrier of automobiles in the country.

*****

SBS/MKV
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